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Hebrews 5:7-9 

A Son Willingly Suffers For Salvation 

 

In the early decades of the 1800s, a curious trend took place among the 

women of the Prussian empire.  It didn’t matter what class of society they 

found themselves in, in the early decades of the 1800s it became fashionable 

for Prussian women to proudly ornament themselves, not with jewelry but 

with decorations of iron.  Now iron had been around for a long time and no 

one is going to mistake it for being elegant or precious.  Inscribed on the 

back of those decorative pieces of iron was a phrase that both adds to the 

confusion but also gives the explanation.   Etched in each one, it read, “I 

gave gold for iron”.  It adds to the confusion because it wasn’t as though iron 

was all that was available.  Nor was it because they couldn’t afford gold or 

silver.  They had the gold, but they exchanged it for a metal far less attractive 

and far less valuable.  Why would anyone exchange gold for iron?   

 

Why indeed?  Can you think of a reason?  It doesn’t make any sense when 

that’s all you’ve been told.  But when I add the rest of the picture you can see 

it.  The Prussian King, Fredrick William III had been embroiled in several 

long and costly wars against Napoleon and others.  To a nation filled with 

pride, surrender was not an option.  If they hoped to win and to build their 

nation, they would need the financing to do it.  And so King William III 

asked the women of Prussia to turn in their gold and silver jewelry.  In 

exchange they were given these tokens…these iron decorations as reminders 

of the willing sacrifice made for the greater good of the nation. 

 

For humans, the call to faith doesn’t make much sense when you only look at 

this life.  The call to follow Christ to a life of hardship and persecution and 

suffering, doesn’t make a whole lot of sense if all you look at is the exchange 

of the pleasures of this life for the trials that faith brings.  Unless you can see 

the rest of the picture.  That’s really what the writer to the Hebrews is trying 

to help us do this morning…help us see the rest of the picture…help us to 

understand that call to faith and its consequences as part of a bigger 

picture…help us to see how the road to glory is a road of suffering.  And to 

do see he draws our eyes to our Savior…the Son who suffered willingly for 

our salvation.   

 

Now the book of Hebrews was written with this very specific purpose in 

mind: as the title of the book suggests, it was written to Hebrew 

Christians…Jews who had come to know and believe in Jesus as their Savior.  



But these Hebrew Christians were facing threats which had many of them 

contemplating giving up their faith or at least concealing it.  They were 

facing persecution.  They were facing exactly what Jesus told us to 

expect…exactly what the call to faith always brings…trouble in this life. 

 

Now whether this letter was written early in the history of the church after 

Pentecost where the persecution was primarily from other Jews (we think of 

Saul’s persecution or the Judaizers who then persecuted him as Paul)…or 

whether this letter was written later after Pentecost when the persecution was 

coming from Rome (from emperors like Nero)…the temptation for these 

Hebrew Christians was the same.  Return to their former way of life in Old 

Testament Judaism.  

 

To many, that seemed like a perfect solution.  If it was Jews who were 

persecuting them, then clearly returning to the Jewish religion would stop the 

persecution.  If it were the Romans, well, unlike Christianity, Judaism was a 

protected and recognized religion within the empire.  So in theory, if they at 

least acted like Jews, that would get the Romans off their back.  And besides, 

what was the difference really?  It would appear from what the author of this 

letter wrote, many didn’t think it was that big of a deal.  Jewish Christians 

were gathering at the temple just like everyone else.  The Sabbath was still 

being observed.  It was sort of akin to people today who look at the outward 

trappings of different Christian denominations and say, well, they’re 

basically all the same anyway!  What’s the difference? 

 

The answer the author of this letter gave:  Jesus is the difference.  He’s all the 

difference.  He’s everything.  So for these Hebrew Christians on the verge of 

abandoning faith, he ran down this list of why Jesus is indispensable and of 

utmost importance…why he’s greater than anything else one can hope in and 

why he’s the fulfillment of everything God had promised to the Israelites.   

 

In the middle of this list, the writer described Jesus in a way that spoke 

directly to the desperate situation his listeners were in…reminding them what 

Jesus’ life was like. Here was God’s OWN SON!  And look at how his life 

played out.  In the days of his flesh, he offered prayers and pleas with 

loud cries and tears.  You know, we might tend to think that because Jesus’ 

is true God, his experience was rather easy.  But as one who was in flesh…in 

that lowered state of his existence…Jesus had enough trouble and sorrow to 

cry out to his Father for relief and rescue.  This wasn’t play acting.  It was 

deeply disturbing to our Savior who was also true man.  Think of the garden 

of Gethsemane when he was so overwhelmed with the anxiety of those 

moments that Scripture reports he began to sweat drops of blood.   



 

And yes, he was heard!  He went to the right place. To his heavenly Father 

who was able to save him from death.  And he was heard.  But both the 

gospels and the next verse remind us how those prayers were answered.  

NOT by sparring him the suffering.  NOT by preventing his death. But by 

allowing him to go through all of it. 

 

That kind of existence would not seem to be what our glorious God should or 

would choose.  Neither the Father for his Son, nor the Son for himself.  But 

both the Father and Son were thinking of you and your salvation.  So the 

Father allowed his Son to suffer.  The Son suffered willingly at the hands of 

sinners.  The Father delayed his rescue until the Son had been brought to his  

goal.  Eternal salvation for sinners.  Secured through that suffering as the 

perfect Son of God became a sacrifice of atonement to pay for the sins of the 

world and even entered into the suffering of death and hell so that sinners 

could be spared their well deserved fate and instead cling to him…trust in 

him as their substitute and thus gain eternal life.   

 

To those Hebrew Christians who were teetering on giving up Christ for a less 

painful existence…a more glorious existence, if you will…the writer urged 

them to look at God’s own Son who willingly suffered. 

 

What good would that do them?  Well, it would keep their hearts on what 

that suffering brought them…he became the source of eternal 

salvation…AND it would encourage them to keep trusting the way Jesus 

trusted his heavenly Father… eternal salvation for everyone who obeys 

him.  Obedience not just in the sense of doing what God wants (though that 

would certainly also happen), but obedient in the way Jesus was.  he learned 

obedience from the things he suffered.  Jesus learned not in the sense that 

he didn’t know how to obey before, but learned in the sense that he 

experienced it personally when he submitted himself to his heavenly Father’s 

will.  It was a passive obedience characterized by trust.  This is the kind of 

obedience God calls us to. Trusting in the one who is allowing all of it to 

happen.  Trusting that Jesus knows what they were enduring and could 

rescue them and that if he was allowing it, they could continue to obediently 

trust in his love and care.   

 

That’s the threat suffering as a believer brings.  When relationships are 

threatened because of faith…when mockery comes because of belief…when 

hatred finds you as its target because Jesus is whom you live for…that 

suffering becomes powder keg of potential sin and temptation.  This is too 



hard.  It’s not worth it.  Life is easier without it.  What is God doing?  How 

could he allow this?  Does he even love me?  Should I really trust him?    

 

Like those Hebrew Christians Satan is ready and waiting to use suffering for 

your faith as the straw that breaks your spiritual back. 

 

And so as they were told then, I tell you know.  Look to the Son who 

willingly suffers for your salvation.  When suffering for faith leads to anger 

at God…when it leads to wavering in our commitment…when it leads to 

momentary rejection of Christ in our decisions…look to the Son whose 

willing suffering has secured your salvation…whose willing suffering paid 

the price of your anger, your wavering, your rejection.  Look to the Son who 

suffered God’s wrath against sin so you don’t have to.   

 

And you know what happens then?  The equations begin to change.  With 

Jesus, the willingly and suffering Son, firmly in our sights, the equation no 

longer reads is X amount of suffering worth it? …it no longer reads…is X 

amount of suffering evidence of God’s lack of love?  Instead suffering 

becomes a tool God uses to reach the goal.  To reach the goal he has for you 

and me.  To bring us home to heaven.  Whether that means using suffering 

for his name as a way to take our eyes off the importance of this life…or 

whether that means using suffering for his name as a way to drive us back to 

him in prayer…or as a way to drive us back to his promises.  Whatever the 

case may be in God’s own divine wisdom, we can know God is moving us 

toward the goal…eternal life secured by Jesus. 

 

And so like him, we pray in times of suffering and need.  We pray with his 

promises firmly fixed before our eyes.  That he is a God who hears and a 

God who saves.  We pray so those promises might be fixed in our hearts and 

we might have the comfort that Jesus did…to know that whatever God 

allows is leading us to the goal…eternal life with him.   

 

In the 1800s for those Prussian women, their iron ornaments became more 

prized then even their jewelry had been in the first place…a sign of the 

sacrifice they had willingly made.  For God’s people, the call to faith is not 

only worth it but the suffering it brings is the sign of the path to glory Jesus is 

bringing us on until we reach our goal…eternal life with him.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


