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Romans 6:15-23 

What Kind of Slave Will You Be? 

 

Few, if any, things in life are able to reveal the stubbornness of human nature 

quite like parenting.  Yesterday I had the privilege of holding down our son, 

against his will, as he screamed and yelled and squirmed.  You see, he had 

taken exception to our parental decision that he needed a flu shot.  I tried to 

reason with him.  It only hurts for a little bit.  It helps you stay healthy.  I’ll 

be right here.  You’re big and tough.  It’ll be over soon.  But in the end, a 

temper tantrum was directed at my tyrannical rule.  No, no, no, no, no!  I 

don’t want to get one!  And I had to hold him down.   

 

Lacking the restraint adults have to resist showing how they really feel, 

young children are often the perfect case studies for the stubborn human 

nature that dwells within.  From the moment undesired rules or regulations 

are passed down, fists form, feet stomp, eyes flash that say, “haven’t you 

read the founding fathers?! It’s my God-given right to be free from your rules 

and your oppression and this plantation you call a home!”   

 

Children have a hard time hiding it…but just because adults can hide it, 

doesn’t mean that same resistance doesn’t reside in their hearts too.  And 

that’s why we hate even the idea of what Paul has to say to us this morning.  

He says whether you like it or not, you are a slave.  The only question is what 

kind of a slave will you be?  Will you be a slave to sin?  Or will you be a 

slave to righteousness?   

 

Now, we’d like to say in response to that binary choice, “a pax on both your 

houses!”  I’m independent.  This is how most people envision themselves 

and their lives.  A slave to sin?  No way!  I’m not a horrible person.  I’m not 

some socio or psychopath.  People think pretty highly of me.  I’m nice.  I’m 

not a slave to wrongdoing.  But a slave to righteousness?  No, not that either.  

I’m not terrible, but I also don’t want to be told what to do.  I’m my own man 

(or woman)!  

 

That is the natural, stubborn heart within us.  But Paul says this morning… if 

you think that’s true…if you think you can have your cake and eat it to…if 

you think you can be free from Satan and God at the same time…you’re just 

plain old wrong.   

 



Here’s how Paul lays that out for us this morning.  Our text starts rather 

abruptly.  What then?  We’ve walked into the middle of a conversation…the 

middle of a thought.  That thought flows from Paul’s discussion in Romans 5 

which centers on the grace of God found in Christ…the savior of the 

world…the one who justifies…the one who declares us not guilty of sin 

because HE has fulfilled the righteous requirements of the law in place of the 

lawless sinners of this world.  You stand before God innocent, forgiven, 

perfect, righteous, holy, unblemished…because of Christ!  Full and free.  

What then?  Should we continue to sin because we are not under law but 

under grace?  No longer is the firm hand of the law on our shoulders like a 

father directing his son to apologize.  The law has been fulfilled…there’s 

nothing left for to keep to earn our place before God.  We’re now led by 

grace.  God’s free gift of love now pulls us forward and draws us like the 

scent of fresh coffee draws us from our beds to the kitchen.  So should we 

continue to sin?  Free from the discomfort of the laws accusations, should 

we reason that God’s grace is free and there for the taking anytime I 

want…why not take a bit of a detour to my own sinful desires...after all the 

forgiveness of Jesus will be there either way…and I don’t have to worry 

about the pesky condemnations of the law any more. 

 

Absolutely not!  But why?  Because this idea that we can be free is a myth.  

Paul says this idea of independence from condemnation ( I don’t have to 

worry about the law anymore) while ALSO thinking we have independence 

from God (I don’t have to do exactly what he says)…this idea of a third path 

on our own…is a myth.   

 

In the 1920s and early 30s the nation of Germany was an absolute mess.  

They had lost the Great War and even though fault could have been assigned 

in various places, the treaty of peace had laid it all at their feet.  They were 

banned from having any sort of a military.  They were burdened with an 

unpayable debt to the nations they had surrendered to.  It crashed their 

economy and national pride.   Then a man came along who said, you deserve 

better.  You’ve been unfairly treated.  You shouldn’t have to live like this.  I 

know the enemy.  They’re the problem.  Let’s take pride in ourselves.  And 

soon the German people had freely elected Adolf Hilter to be their leader.  

They imagined they were gaining freedom from the oppression they were 

feeling.  But freedom from one led to a slavery far worse.   

 

This is Paul’s point.  The devil tells us we can be free from God.  We can be 

independent…while also not being horrible people.  A myth.  If you believe 

it, you’re simply returning to worse kind of slavery.  
16

Do you not know that 

when you offer yourselves to obey someone as slaves, you are slaves of 



the one you are obeying—whether slaves of sin, resulting in death, or 

slaves of obedience, resulting in righteousness?  

 

You are a slave.  Get used to it.  The only question is what kind of slave will 

you be?  

 

Now Paul freely admits that this analogy limps severely.  He calls it a human 

way of speaking because of the weakness of our flesh.  In other words, he’s 

using this strong language to get through to us there are only two 

choices…life with God and righteousness or life with Satan and sin.  But 

unlike the purely negative picture of slavery we have (which is why Paul 

says this analogy isn’t perfect)…Paul reminds us that not all slavery is bad.  
17

Thanks be to God that, although you used to be slaves of sin, you 

became obedient from the heart to the pattern of the teaching into which 

you were placed. 
18

After you were set free from sin, you became slaves of 

righteousness. Indeed, just as you offered your members as slaves to 

impurity and lawlessness, resulting in more lawlessness, so now offer 

your members in the same way as slaves to righteousness, resulting in 

sanctification.  

 

We didn’t make ourselves slaves to sin.  We were born that way because our 

two parents, Adam and Eve, became slaves to sin.  And in that state, we had 

no choice, like slaves, but to offer ourselves to impurity and lawlessness.  

And the fruit we yielded was shameful fruit.  Fruit devoid of any signs of life 

which spelled out where we were headed…death.   

 

But you became obedient from the heart to the pattern of the teaching 

into which you were placed. 
18

After you were set free from sin, you 

became slaves of righteousness.  Did you notice that just as we didn’t make 

ourselves slaves to sin, we also didn’t throw off it’s slavish control either?  

Rather, we were PLACED INTO a pattern of teaching…we were SET FREE.  

That teaching is what Paul had just expounded upon.  Just as through the 

disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also 

through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.  

And the reason that is true is because that man, Jesus, was not just a man.  He 

was a man born under the law, but also God, who kept that law perfectly and 

credited it to our account.  And God-given faith in that truth is what causes 

sin to lose control.   

 

So the only question that remains is not whether we will be slaves.  But what 

kind of slaves will we be?  If our response to God’s grace is to turn to 

sin…then we are returning to our slavery to sin.  We have a bad tendency of 



forgetting that sin no longer has control and returning with wrists out held to 

offer ourselves to its bonds.   

 

So look once again to Paul’s most unexpected closing.  
23

For the wages of 

sin is death, but the undeserved gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  Because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, you have been set 

free from the shackles of sin and given not what your sins have earned, but 

free gift of life though Christ.   

 

Now live in that gift.  Offering yourself from the heart, filled with joy, 

understanding that slavery to God is the only lasting joy…one that leads to 

righteousness and eternal life because it simply lives as a thankful response 

to those gifts given us by Christ Jesus, our Lord.  just as you offered your 

members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, resulting in more 

lawlessness, so now offer your members in the same way as slaves to 

righteousness, resulting in sanctification. since you were set free from sin 

and have become slaves to God, you have your fruit resulting in 

sanctification—and the final result is eternal life. 
23

For the wages of sin 

is death, but the undeserved gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

Friends, until we get to heaven our hearts are always going to have that 

penchant to bristle when we think anyone, even God, is our master.  But 

today we are encouraged to remember that we will all be slaves to something 

in this world - either to sin or to God.  But only one of those has the ability to 

offer and has already earned for us a place before God in joy and happiness. 

Doing our Christian duty as Jesus said today, being slaves to God, is the kind 

of slaves we want and will be through the love that is ours in Jesus. God 

grant us hearts convinced of that – hearts that see our slavery to God as the 

gift that it is. 

 

 

 

 

 


