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An Update for our Crown of Life Family 

 

“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.” - John 14:1 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus,  

 

The last few days have certainly been crazy! Things have been changing fast as health 

experts and leaders have been trying to get a handle on how best to slow the spread of 

COVID-19. First, we were told to limit our gatherings to fewer than 250 people, then it 

quickly became 50. As of 11am on March 23rd, Governor Whitmer has issued a shelter-

in-place order for 3 weeks until Monday April 13th. Contained within that order was the 

following exemption: Consistent with prior guidance, a place of religious worship, when 

used for religious worship, is not subject to penalty under section 14.  

 

Initially, the leadership of Crown of Life announced that we would cancel public worship 

through April 12th. This certainly was not an easy decision. It is a joy to gather together 

in worship to listen to our Savior’s voice, confess our sins and hear God’s word of 

forgiveness, sing hymns of praise, receive the Lord’s Supper, and hear God’s blessing. 

We are a congregation that loves to greet and encourage one another in the faith. 

However, we believe that by using alternate means we can still grow spiritually while 

trying to do our part to slow the spread of this virus. 

 

We will modify that slightly.  As noted below, we will live stream our services for at 

least the next three weeks.  We will do this out of love understanding that some among us 

are at higher risk during this time, others will be uncomfortable gathering, and experts 

have encouraged us to limit gathering as much as possible.  However, others of you may 

still desire to gather together in person for worship.  Due to the exemption given for 

worship activity, you are welcome to join us at our regular worship times during the 

week and on Sunday. Since we will be attempting to serve both those in person and 

those watching online, please see the paragraph below for modifications you can expect 

in the service if you attend in person. 
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We will strive to serve you with the Gospel in these ways:  

 

1. Worship will be available to watch on live stream at our regularly scheduled 

worship times. A link will be posted to our website (crownoflifelutheran.org) and 

available through our facebook page (facebook.com/CrownOfLifeLutheran  

ChurchAndSchool). As the name indicates, the feed will be live and will offer the 

opportunity to gather virtually with your brothers and sisters. Our recommendation is 

that you view these services with your family on Sunday mornings (10am), or 

Wednesday, Thursday or Friday evenings (7pm), at the same time you would 

normally worship. The hymns and order of worship will be on the screen. Since 

online worship can be more difficult to keep engaging, you can expect shorter orders 

of service and fewer hymns. Each worship experience will also be archived and 

available to be watched at a later time. If you do not have access to the internet please 

call pastor, so that we can send you materials for spiritual growth during this time. 

Also, if we do not have a current email for you, please email pastor.  

 

2. Private communion will be available by appointment. The number of people at any 

given time will be limited to 9.  

 

3. Pastor is also available for private visits and devotions if so desired.  

 

Here is a reminder of the worship schedule which will be live streamed during these three 

weeks: 

  

Wednesday March 25th – 7pm (Midweek Lent)  

Sunday March 29th – 10am (5th Sunday in Lent)  

Wednesday April 1st – 7pm (Midweek Lent)  

Sunday April 5th – 10am (Palm Sunday)  

Thursday April 9th – 7pm (Maundy Thursday)  

Friday April 10th – 7pm (Good Friday)  

Sunday April 12th – 7am (Easter Sunrise)  

Sunday April 12th – 10am (Easter Day)  

 

None of these rapidly changing decisions were driven by fear but by love. There may be 

many things that cause us to live in fear right now: the health of a loved one, our own 

health, lost wages, a failing economy, etc. However, the Apostle John assures us that 

“perfect love drives out all fear” (1 John 4:18). He’s not talking about our perfect love, 

but the perfect love that Jesus has for all people. You know this love. It’s the love that 

drove our Savior to the cross, so that we would not have to fear condemnation from God. 

It’s this love that removes the things we most needed to fear like sin and death. When 

worry, anxiety, and fear begin to creep up in your heart and mind, return to the calming 

words of your Savior, who says, “Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; 

believe also in me.” Everything is going to be ok. Jesus loved us first and best and took 

away our greatest reason for fear. This is what frees us to live and love others, even in 
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times of crisis. We trust that the Lord of the Church will use even this to bless us and 

bring glory to his name.  

 

Who knows? Perhaps, God will give you unique opportunities to share the one who gives 

you peace in the face of fear with a friend or family member.  

 

If you, or someone you know is high risk and should not be going out to get groceries or 

running errands, please call Pastor. We will organize volunteers who would be more than 

happy to help with these things.  

 

Since many of us will be unable or uncomfortable meeting in person, we also encourage 

you to consider continuing to give regular offerings through online giving or by mailing 

in your regular offerings. We understand that financial difficulties many effect many of 

you during this time. We ask you to prayerfully balance that new challenge in your 

stewardship so we might continue to keep our ministry operating. There are several ways 

you can continue to give:  

 

1. Go to crownoflifelutheran.org/online-donations and click the button at the bottom 

of the page.  

 

2. Download the “GivePlus” mobile app for Android or Apple products and search 

for our church.  

 

3. Scan the QR code to the right  

 

4. Additionally, you can mail in your offerings to the church (32725 Ryan Road 

Warren, MI 48092) or directly to our financial secretary, Eugene Olson (1429 Royal 

Ave. Royal Oak, MI 48073). 

 

Again, Jesus has loved us in a perfect way and driven out all fear. It’s his love that moves 

us to look to the needs of others. Fred Rogers (from Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood) once 

famously said his mother always told him in times of tragedy to “look for the helpers 

because there you’ll find hope.” Let’s be helpers and beacons of hope in the midst of fear 

and possibly prolonged isolation. Pray for those in need. If you are able to help others in 

some way, do so. Pick up the phone and give those who might be isolated and alone a 

call. Be generous with your time, your resources, and your patience. Support your local 

community and your church as you are able, and remember the words of Jesus who said, 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).  

 

May Jesus bless you and keep you safe and healthy,  

 

Pastor Westendorf  

586-933-6020  

Pastor.dan.westendorf@gmail.com 

 

 

 


