
Holy Trinity Sunday May 30th, 2021 

 

John 3:1-17 

Remembering the Triune God’s Gift of Life 

 

Tomorrow we celebrate Memorial Day.  There’s no school tomorrow and 

most of you have work off.  For many this weekend is synonymous with 

burgers on the grill, beers in the cooler, and the official start of summer.  

 

But as we all know…as I was explaining to our son who was wondering 

what holiday we were celebrating that would get him a day off of 

school…this weekend is really about reflecting upon and remembering the 

sacrifice that brave men and women made in service to our country so that 

you and I can enjoy the freedom we have today.  Memorial day is a day to 

remember the fallen soldiers of our nation…to remember them with an 

enormous debt of gratitude.  For those of you who have served, we thank 

you.  For those of you who have had friends or loved ones lost in the line of 

battle, we mourn with you and remember their sacrifice with thankful hearts. 

 

Memorial Day is when we remember the sacrifices made to give us the life 

we enjoy in this earthly kingdom.  It’s fitting then that Memorial Day 

weekend should also coincide with Holy Trinity Sunday this year and the 

words of Jesus from John 3 before us this morning.  Because we also 

remember today from those words, that we are members of another kingdom.  

The kingdom of our Triune God.  And to have life in that kingdom it too 

required a sacrifice...it too was something that had given to us.  As we 

celebrate the mysterious nature of our God, nwe remember that life with him 

is a life we have been gifted by the grace of our Triune God, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 

 

The occasion for Jesus to remind us of these truths came when he was visited 

by a man named Nicodemus.  Now Nicodemus was an important man. He 

was a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council. And among the 

Sanhedrin there had been a lot of talk about Jesus. The rabbi from Nazareth 

had generated a lot of discussion and a lot of confusion. You see, the Jewish 

leaders didn’t quite know what to make of this man from Galilee. Jesus was a 

nonconformist; he broke the rules…never God’s, of course…but the extra 

man-made rules of Jewish tradition. He healed on the Sabbath. He didn’t fast 

very often.  He did things they thought were blasphemous. He forgave people 

their sins.  He claimed to exist before Abraham and even gave himself the 

name of God.  He lectured the Pharisees—the most upright people in Jewish 

society—for their lovelessness and hypocrisy. But Jesus also had power.  



Everyone could see that.  No one, not even the Sanhedrin, could deny it.  

And what were they to conclude about that?  How could he perform these 

miraculous signs if God weren’t with him?  

 

So Nicodemus, we’re told, came at night. It was not politically correct to be 

seen with Jesus. It could be bad for his career. Some among the religious 

elite had already decided that Jesus was bad for the people and they would 

put out of synagogue anyone who was associated with him.  

 

But still Nicodemus came. He came to Jesus because he had questions, and 

he needed answers. He was missing something. I mean, he might have been 

at the pinnacle of his career, successful, admired in the eyes of his peers, 

prestigious in society, but there was something missing.  He was doing his 

best to please God, but it wasn’t good enough. He knew the Scriptures, but 

he could see that they were pointing to something he hadn’t found yet. There 

was a hole in his life that all his influence, all his religious dedication, was 

not filling. So he came to Jesus.   

 

He came with questions about who Jesus was, but Jesus gave him answers 

that not only talked about himself but about Nicodemus and about humanity 

and about how humans beings could have life before God.   

 

You see, when it comes to the nature of God, things can turn a bit academic.  

Sometimes it can just turn into a talk about concepts.  And it’s good to 

wrestle with those truths like we did in Bible class the last 7 weeks…like we 

will as we seek a part of the Athanasian creed in a few minutes.  It’s good to 

wrestle with those concepts ABOUT God and his nature.  But never forget 

this: God reveals himself to us so he can have a relationship with us.  His 

nature is not PRIMARILY about knowing the correct terms, though we strive 

to do that.  It’s PRIMARILY about understanding how he relates to us.  And 

so as Jesus had this occasion to talk about himself along with the Father and 

the Spirit, he spent time talking about how man can have life with God.   

 

And what he began with was not only confusing to Nicodemus but continues 

to be unpopular with human beings to this day 2000 years later.  Jesus 

reminded Nicodemus that when it comes to living with God, not a single 

person is fit to do so.  Not a single person can enter into God’s kingdom the 

way they are.  And (here’s the very unpopular part), the problem is the way 

you were born. Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh.  It’s a problem with 

the way you were born.  Children born of parents with sinful flesh are 

themselves born with sinful flesh.  And that makes every human, born unfit 

for life with God in his kingdom.  Those cute, precious, snuggly infants, born 



of sinful flesh and unfit for God’s kingdom.  That’s offensive to many.  So 

offensive, in fact, that many refuse to believe it.  They make a decision to 

live as though it were untrue.  Which I suppose is about as useful as a parent 

whose child has been diagnosed with cancer choosing to ignore the problem 

because it’s too unfair to be true.   

 

You deny who you are by nature and that’s going to have some trickle down 

effects on the rest of life, isn’t it?  Because if I’m not so bad, then what I 

want by nature must not be so bad either.  And friends, realize it or not, this 

thinking…this elevated self-evaluation…this desire to approve of who we are 

and what we are…is so pervasive and so engrained that even God’s believers 

have to struggle against frequently.  God says hatred is wrong; my heart cries 

out, “no, it’s just”.  God says course language and gossip dishonors him; my 

heart says “that just makes me a regular guy”.  God says honor me with the 

regular use of my Word; my heart says, “I don’t think I need it quite as much 

as you think I do”.  All of these challenges we offer to God in our lives stem 

from this idea that we don’t think we’re quite as hopeless as God claims we 

are.   

 

But, like it or not…offensive to your sense of fairness or not…this is the 

truth:   Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh.  Sinful and corrupt.  

Unwilling AND unable to please God.   Unfit for life with him in his 

kingdom.   

 

That’s where Jesus chose to start as Nicodemus came asking about who he 

really was.  He chose to start with giving a proper picture of the state of 

every human being.  He did that so he could give the answer of who he 

is…who God is…and show that everything our Triune God has done was 

done to gift us life with him. 

 

So what would God do to take care of this birth problem?  He would give 

people a new birth.  A birht from above.  A birth of water and the Spirit, 

For whatever is born of the flesh is flesh. Whatever is born of the Spirit 

is spirit.  A new birth worked by God, with no more effort from you than 

you did in your first birth.  Instead God the Holy Spirit comes to sinful 

hearts, washing us with the water of baptism, where the promises of his 

Word are given and God’s name is placed upon us.  

 

And that new birth…that repentance and faith worked in us by God the Holy 

Spirit is not some detached, isolated action.  It’s a faith that connects us to 

God the Son.  The one who was standing before Nicodemus.  The one who 

took on our flesh so that he might be lifted up, so that everyone who 



believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  The Son came to be 

lifted up on the cross in the same way Moses had lifted a bronze serpent on a 

pole when the Old Testament Israelites had been attacked by poisonous 

snakes.  God told him to raise up that snake and all who looked at it would 

live.  So the Son came to be lifted up on the cross.  And all who look to him 

and see what he did there, would live.  All who see that Jesus was hung on 

the cross so that our holy and perfect God could have his wrath against your 

sins satisfied.  So that they could be paid for and forgiven.  God himself 

would take the punishment of his own holiness so that his sinful children 

could be forgiven and gifted the holiness they needed live with him.   

 

The new birth of the Spirit is making us alive by giving us faith to believe in 

the Son and his work to remove the problem of our sin.   

 

And all of it was driven by the love the Father who so loved the world that 

he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  Your 

heavenly Father couldn’t bear the thought that you would be lost from him 

forever.  Even though you deserved it.  Even though nothing in you by nature 

was worth living with him.  Yet he loved you and that love drove him to gift 

you his Son…to sacrifice the one most dear to him so that you might have 

life eternal.   

 

Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  Your triune God.  The God of salvation…the God 

who has done everything for your salvation so that he could give you life.    
 

As we remember this weekend those who sacrificed their lives to give us 

freedom, let us also remember with joy and thanksgiving the work our Triune 

God has done to gift us life…life eternal in his kingdom.  Amen.     

 

 


