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Are You Confident to Give an Accounting? 

Luke 19:11-27 

 

4 little words which strike fear the heart of every American.  Four little words 

which bring men to their knees.  “You are being audited”.  Have you ever had 

the pleasure?  I never have personally but just thinking through what it would 

entail starts to make me overwhelmed.  I imagine the moment that envelope 

from the IRS lies open on the desk even the most honest taxpayer begins to 

wonder, “Did I calculate my return correctly?  What if I made a mistake?  How 

many hundreds of dollars might it cost me if I did?”  The mind begins to 

mentally flip through the file cabinets.  “Please tell me I saved the receipts for 

my claimed deductions!”  It changes all sorts of things.  Suddenly you can no 

longer remain this anonymous form with a check attached to it.  You have to 

give an accounting.  You have to answer every question the IRS agent asks.  

You must, now, justify every pen stroke you made in the tax ledger.  Even if 

you’ve done nothing wrong, confidence is hard to come by when you’re being 

audited.   

 

Last week we celebrated Reformation.  That means we have entered the portion 

of the church year we call ‘end times’.  Over these 4 weeks we look ahead to 

the last days and the promises God makes to us.  Scripture is filled with vivid 

pictures of those days.  Christ coming on the clouds with his angel army.  The 

dead bursting from their graves.  Trumpets blasting.  And then the scene for our 

focus this morning.  The Last Judgment.  Our Master has been gone for nearly 

two thousand of years.  But he’s coming back.  And when he does, we must 

stand before him…our creator…our Lord.  And if you think an audit would be 

nerve racking, try standing face to face with the all-powerful, all-knowing God 

of the universe.  The question is… Are you confident to give an accounting? 

 

Well, I suppose it depends on what you have to give an accounting for.  This 

morning, Jesus gives us one very specific example to focus on in his parable 

from Luke 19.  And we don’t have to look very hard to understand what it 

means for us Christians in 2019.  The master who has gone away is our Savior, 

Jesus.  On a hill outside Jerusalem he ascended into the clouds.  He returned to 

his heavenly throne to all power and majesty.  He has been reappointed to his 

proper place, king of the all creation.  The servants called together and then left 

to work are his followers.  We are those servants.  And Jesus has handed to 

each of us the tool of our trade. 10 minas, or coins, for 10 servants.  10 for 10, 

an equal proportion to each servant.  Now Jesus spoke on other occasions about 

the different gifts he’s given and wants each of us to use…but here he’s talking 

about the one thing he’s given to each and every believer…the one tool he 



wants each of us to put to good use.  We’re talking about his Word.  And as he 

left he gave us this simple command, “Put this…to work until I come back.” 

 

Well that sounds simple enough!  Here is my Word.  Put it to work.  “Certainly 

Master, I’ll put your Word to work.”  Simple. 

 

That is, until we comprehend that he is going to ask us, “So how did you do?”  

Well, I wasn’t expecting you to actually want to see results, master!   

 

The moment one little word enters into the picture, our confidence begins to 

crumble.  “Faithfulness”.  In his physical absence the Master calls for 

faithfulness in putting his Word to work.  He expects…no…he demands 

results.  So how have you done?  Are you confident to give an accounting? 

 

There are moments we probably feel more confident than others.  You shared 

with a friend what church you go to and invited them to come.  You’ve hit a 

streak of consecutive days reading your bible at home.   You worked the love of 

Jesus into your parenting reminders to your children.  Confident…  

 

Then again, we can hardly claim to have taken every opportunity…or maybe 

not even the majority of them.   Have you ever gone out of your way to let your 

coworkers know you’re a Christian or why?  When you hear others bashing this 

leader or that do you make an effort to offer the biblical perspective on the 

matter?  Do you find that most days…packed with work, and shopping, and 

chores, and hauling the kids around… you find no time set aside for personal 

devotion.  Is the sorrow expressed by friends or family over the hardships of 

life too often returned by you with a “that’s terrible” with no mention of love 

from God to follow it up?    

 

We examine the faithfulness of our lives and see the many times the mina, 

God’s Word, laid wrapped up in a piece of cloth.  Suddenly confidence to give 

an accounting is not so easy to come by.     

 

And then something potentially very dangerous can happen.  It can start to 

make us question our master.  What a demanding judge he is!  I mean, can he 

really expect me to be faithful every single time?  Is that fair?  Will I, will you, 

really be called to account for such ‘minor’ lapses?  And like a mind racing 

with an audit letter open on the desk, the seeds of doubt creep in.  Would God 

really…?  He knows how weak I am.  He knows the fear I have of 

confrontation.  He knows how uncomfortable I am talking about religion.  How 

can his demand be so high? 

 



And a shaken confidence can lead to fear.  Fear of standing before our Master 

in judgment.  Fear of what might come out of his mouth.  Crippling fear.  Like 

a cornered animal, our thoughts lash out…like the wicked servant.  “You are a 

demanding man.”  We might even start to try to justify our unfaithfulness.  

What has faithfulness in putting God’s Word to work ever gotten me?  Trouble, 

that’s what!  A despising eye because God’s Word demands beliefs 

incompatible with accepted scientific theory.  A scornful rebuke of “holy 

roller” when I stand up to sin.  A pitying laugh for being such a simpleton, so 

gullible to believe God exists and he would actually speak to humans.  Nothing 

but trouble.  God simply wants to use me and abuse me for his own gain.  

What’s the point!      

 

That’s exactly how one servant saw it.  My master is unfair.  He demands I 

slave away for him, then he takes all the credit for himself.  You are an unfair 

Master.  “You take out what you did not deposit and reap what you did not 

sow.”  His lack of faithfulness led to fear of judgment.  Fear of judgment led to 

anger over his master’s expectation.  Anger led to hiding that mina away for 

good.  Neither to be put to work on behalf of himself, nor for others.  If 

anything similar has found its way into our hearts, then we must heed the 

master’s words seriously.  “You wicked servant, I will judge you with your 

own words!...take the mina away from him…the one who does not have, 

even what he has will be taken from him.” 

  

Where can confidence be before a judgment like that?  He is unfair…And 

you’re right. In a sense…you are right.   

 

Does the coming judgment scare you?  Then consider just how unfair our God 

really is.  Look closely at these words our Savior spoke about this Last 

Judgment and you’ll find that they are actually filled with comforting words of 

grace.  Notice God’s beautiful undeserved love in this parable.  He gathers 

together his servants.  We belong to him.  This is no arbitrary matter.  Our 

master had to go to the very pits of hell to make it so.  In fact, as he spoke these 

words to his disciples, he was making his final ascent into the hills surrounding 

Jerusalem.  One final week on this earth.  Jesus marched into certain death 

willingly to make us his servants.  The price of our failures to use God’s Word 

is death…death which he took upon himself so we could be his. 

 

And the tool of our trade, the mina, his Word, he gives to those who are his 

own.  IT has the power to produce the results he wishes to see from us.  “Sir, 

your mina has earned 10 more…5 more”  The standard of judgment, the 

results he looks for, are produced by him, by his Word.  With a free and full 

pronouncement of forgiveness it has worked faith in your heart.  That message 

declares in simple and bold words “what you failed to do, Jesus has done for 



you.”  Never once in his life did Jesus fail as the servant of his father.  Never 

even once did he neglect to use the Word when sin was present.  Never did he 

shy away from proclaiming the love of God to the lonely and hurting.  That, 

God’s Word says, is yours.  “You have been clothed with Christ.”  Strange, 

illogical, some might even say unfair.  When our master returns to judge us, he 

does so on the basis of his own perfection.  He won’t see your failures, he’ll see 

his own obedience.   

 

And what is more, the master doesn’t just reward the servants with ‘their’ 

earnings.  He showers them with a gracious abundance of reward in heavenly 

proportion, “Well done, good servant…you will have authority over 10 

cities.”  There is no logic behind the master’s abundant gifts.  He is as unfair as 

they come.  We who have Christ as our substitute in judgment are blessed with 

riches 20, 100, a million times more than what we deserve. “I tell you that to 

everyone who has, more will be given.” 

 

We are his servants…who have been given his Word…to produce his 

results…and receive an abundant reward.  What could be more unfair, more 

undeserved than that.   You see, that’s why you can be confident to give an 

accounting.  Because God has done everything.  When you stand before the 

throne of the almighty, you will hear these words, “Well done, good servant.”  

You will receive the same graciously abundant reward…life eternal with our 

Lord.  This is the future that awaits us.  It is the future God desires for all.  Be 

confident in the coming judgment.   

 

And let that confidence rid you of fear. Until the time of his return he has given 

us a task.  Not a task that causes us to follow kicking and screaming, but a 

precious privilege to share our confidence with others…to be his servants, 

spreading his Word, producing his results.   

 

Be confident to give an accounting and take up your task with joy.  Not as a 

cowering taxpayer in the throws of an audit.  But as a redeemed servant, eager 

to be about his master’s work, even more eager to stand before his throne.  

Amen.     


