
2nd Sunday in Lent February 28th, 2021 

 

Romans 5:1-11 

The Cross Gives Us Reason to Rejoice 

 

One could only imagine what a Roman citizen brought forward in time 2000 years 

would think walking into our church this morning.  I’m sure there would be a 

laundry list of questions and a general sense of overwhelming.  But if we can play 

out this little imaginary scenario for just a moment, you know what I think would be 

question number 1?  Why in the world is that hanging on the wall.  Why in the world 

is that hanging around your neck.  A cross?  An instrument of torture and death?  A 

symbol of shame used on only the lowliest and most despised of individuals?  I think 

that would be question number one.   

 

Of course during the season of Lent, we also spend muted and quiet weeks 

contemplating the pain and the shame of the cross.  We too sorrow in what it caused 

our Lord.  We are brought low with the humbling realization that our sins caused its 

necessity.   

 

But even during the season of Lent, we never forget what that instrument of torture 

means for us…joy.  Today as our worship has reminded us of the indispensable 

nature of the cross, Paul also reminds us of the joy it brings in the lives of those who 

look to it and find salvation, hope, and understanding for the life we live now and 

forever.  So let’s turn our attention to our second lesson from Romans chapter 5 for 

our encouragement. 

 

It’s interesting, isn’t it, how simply being told something can make it true.  Take 

promotions, for example.  One day you’re one of 10 accountants on staff, the next 

you’re a manager.  Nothing fundamentally changed about you.  But because word 

has come down from on high, your pay increases and you’re given new 

responsibilities.  Sure, you may have earned that ranking, but it’s only because 

someone else said so that it becomes true.  

 

In Romans 5 Paul wants to make sure we know exactly what God says about us.  

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith…”  Whenever we hear that word 

‘justified’ or ‘justification’ we should be thinking about what God says about us.  

The word means ‘to be declared not guilty’.  Like a judge, when we stand before 

God, he declares us to be innocent.  That is a reality because of the declaration.  That 

is how God views us.  Nothing has fundamentally changed about us but his 

declaration changes our status.  Before God we are innocent.  But unlike a 

promotion, this declaration has nothing to do with past or present performance.  It’s 

through faith.  It’s made because faith trusts in another.  Faith ties us to Christ…his 

life…his perfect righteousness.  And so God says about you, you are justified…you 

are not guilty. 

 

And that change in status has some pretty nice perks. We have peace with 

God…[and] we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

now stand.  Remember how God set up the Israelites worship life.  There was only 



one place of God’s presence…one place to offer sacrifices…to approach God.  It 

was at the temple.  But the temple was set up in a very specific way.  Gentiles were 

only allowed in the outer-outer courts.  Every day Israelites were only allowed in the 

nearer outer courts.  Priests of the tribe of Levi were the only ones allowed in the 

temple courtyard and first half of the temple.  And in the inner chamber…the place 

of the ark…the place of God’s presence, only the high priest was allowed to 

enter…and only once a year.  This deliberate set up was a reminder of the 

seriousness of sin’s filth and the holiness of God who will not tolerate it and whose 

wrath against it.  Not just anyone had access.  God’s wrath against sin was evident.  

But through our changed status We have peace with God…[and] we have also 

obtained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  The separation 

has been removed.  The hostility is gone.  Now as justified children of God he invites 

us to come to him and rest peacefully in his presence. 

 

But we sometimes have a hard time taking God at his word.  How can it be that 

easy?  There has to be more to it.  And we come up with all these rationalizations for 

why God loves me or why I have this status before him…and all of them ignore what 

Paul says here. Maybe we rationalize that it’s because I’m less bad than others.  I can 

take some comfort in that can’t I?  I’ve never done anything THAT bad.  Or this 

favor and status comes because I learn from past and I try harder and I do better.  

That’s why I can be comforted when considering standing before God.   

 

But these ignore what Paul says here.  While we were helpless…while we were still 

sinners…while we were enemies.  There’s nothing in you that made God favorably 

disposed toward you.  Quite the opposite…there was nothing and is nothing 

redeemable about you.   

 

So let’s stop trying to come up with them.  And just be content to hear what God’s 

declaration…which by the way is not “too easy” a solution for your sin.  In fact, 

there was nothing easy about it.  Our changed status isn’t based on God just 

brushing sin aside and saying, “no big deal.  Don’t worry about it!”  God didn’t 

make excuses for sin like we do, he dealt with it.  For his enemies, God sent his Son 

into the world.  And as Jesus hung on that cross, God’s anger against sin was poured 

out to the extent of hell itself.  And then it was satisfied.  In punishing Christ for us, 

he removed the guilty stain that would have marked us as filthy and unfit to approach 

him.   

 

While the season of Lent reminds us of the suffering our sins caused and the shame 

of the cross, Paul also doesn’t want us to forge the joy it brings.  The cross gives us 

reason to rejoice because through it our status has been changed. We rejoice 

confidently on the basis of our hope for the glory of God.   

 

But that’s not the only rejoicing Paul has in mind for us this morning.  Not only 

this…  What Paul has to say next is a bit baffling to our ears.  But he wants us to 

take just as much notice of what’s next as we did of the great news that God has 

declared us innocent.  We also rejoice confidently in our sufferings… Come again, 

Paul?  Rejoice in our suffering?  Not the easiest pill to swallow.  Try telling that to 

Texans who just went through their energy crisis amid freezing temperature.  Try 



telling that to your friend who just lost her house and has no idea what she’s going to 

do.  Try telling that to yourself when the doctor says, “I’m sorry, there’s nothing 

more we can do”. 

 

One thing we can be sure of is that Paul wasn’t speaking as a man who had 

everything going for him.  His advice is anything but hypocritical.  Just read through 

the book of Acts sometime.  He was run out of towns, he was beaten, he was stoned, 

he was arrested, he was imprisoned, and he was left for dead.  Paul had plenty of 

suffering in his life, and yet there it is plain as day, “we also rejoice in our 

suffering.” 

 

So what was Paul getting at?  How can we rejoice in our suffering?  Some might take 

that to mean we rejoice in spite of our suffering.  Look past the pain to the glory that 

is ours through Christ.  And that IS an encouragement of Scripture.  In fact, that’s 

essentially Paul’s outlook in Romans 8 which we discussed last week.  But it’s not 

what Paul has in mind here.  

 

So is he saying we rejoice because of our suffering?  Look at me.  Look at how tough 

I am.  No one’s gone through what I’ve gone through and made it.  No, our 

sufferings are not little faith trophies we arrogantly show off to others.   

 

So what is Paul talking about?  We rejoice in our suffering because suffering 

produces patient endurance, and patient endurance produces tested character, 

and tested character produces hope.  We rejoice in our suffering because it 

benefits our faith through a process of refinement.    

 

Paul words call to mind the process of refinement…the process used on precious 

metals to remove the impurities.  Heating the metals up to melt them so the 

dross…those impurities…float to the surface and can be removed.  When it comes to 

faith and our suffering, here’s what happens. Suffering produces patient 

endurance…  

 

I’m currently reading a book about the failed Antarctic crossing expedition led by 

British explorer Earnest Shackleton in 1914.  The crew never even made landfall.  

Their ship got stuck in the ice pack.  After wintering on the ship in sub zero temps 

and no light, they eventually had to abandon her as the pressure of the ice finally 

overcame her.  Then came 8 months living in tents, on the ice pack, in the elements, 

often in several inches of freezing slush, surviving off seal blubber.  Eventually they 

got to the point where they’d been through so much, every challenge seemed 

beatable.  The book is aptly named Endurance.  Suffering produces patient 

endurance… not endurance born of our own capability to overcome, but that 

confidence of knowing that I’m going to get through this because time and time God 

has comes through for me.  We can’t always see God’s guiding hand when we’re in 

the middle of painful experiences.  But our patient endurance allows us to look back 

to our past suffering and his past provisions when we’re in our present ones and 

know that God is in control.   

 



Patient endurance produces tested character…  a quality of being proved 

genuine. When we develop patient endurance from our suffering which says, “I 

know God is there for me” then our faith is proved genuine.  Our trust in him is 

strengthened and our faith grows.   

 

And finally, tested character produces hope.  Not a wishful kind of hope.  Hope 

like that is foreign to God’s Word.  A hope that waits for what it KNOWS will 

happen.  The faithfulness of our God in our times of need eventually leads us back to 

the ultimate hope we have in an eternal place with our Lord in heaven.  If he was 

faithful in coming to our aid…if he loved us when we were his enemies…then we 

know he will be faithful to “his love he has poured out into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit.” 

 

Now if precious metals like gold and silver had emotions and pain receptors, I’m 

sure the process of refinement would not be described as a pleasant one.  Of course, 

they don’t…but we do.  Which means the pain of suffering is very real.  Whether it’s 

the most dreadful experience you’ve ever gone through…death, divorce, terminal 

health…or the most common of suffering, having a day where your computer 

wouldn’t cooperate and your boss chewed you out…we don’t have to feel bad that 

we feel sad.  But we can rejoice while we’re sad because focusing on our changed 

status we see that even suffering refines our faith.  And the reality of pain is 

triumphed by the finality of hope.   

 

Rejoice in your suffering.  In it God the Father draws us closer to him and further 

away from the things of this world.  In it we build an appreciation for the suffering of 

God the Son and see in him the final hope we have.  In our suffering, God the Holy 

Spirit pours his love into our hearts, highlighting our weakness and emphasizing his 

strength.  Rejoice. 
 

if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, it 

is even more certain that, since we have been reconciled, we will be saved by his 

life. 11And not only is this so, but we also go on rejoicing confidently in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received this 

reconciliation. 

 

If that is how God treated us when we were enemies, then we can be confident in our 

status, life and ultimate salvation as we live our lives with the knowledge of that 

reconciliation – rejoicing in the new status brought by the cross of Jesus, rejoicing 

even in suffering our own crosses…because this too brings God’s ultimate blessings.  

So let us continue to rejoice in this season of Lent with the cross before our eyes.  

Amen. 

 

 


