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Acts 1:1-14 

When One Journey Ends… 

 

People are accustomed to using stock phrases because, well, generally 

they’re true.  As I prepared to gather for Ascension today, I had one of those 

stock phrase…one of those aphorisms…on my mind.  When one journey 

ends…another one begins.  People say that because it’s true, right?  I mean, 

until we enter the halls of heaven and life eternal, that’s always going to be 

true.  When one journey ends, another begins.  We see it everywhere. 

 

It’s the setup to every good movie sequel.  After the heroes win the day and 

the danger is averted…everyone relaxes only to be teased with the next 

looming problem ahead.   

 

It’s the flow of every stage of life.  You finish grade school…you start high 

school.  You finish college…you start a career.   

 

It’s the story of every family tree.  One generation finishes their journey 

through life and the next begins.     

 

Life is full of ends leading to the next beginning.  Where one journey 

ends…another begins. 

 

That’s what the day of Ascension is, isn’t it?  The day of Ascension serves as 

a day of transition.  Long celebrated by God’s people, it’s when we 

remember that 40 days after rising victoriously from the dead, Jesus 

ascended to take back rule of his eternal throne…visibly leaving this world 

and his disciples.  And it's pretty obvious that Luke saw Ascension as a day 

of transition…the end of one journey and the beginning of the other.  Luke 

the author of the 3rd gospel ends his account of Jesus’ life with an account of 

the Ascension … and he also begins the sequel…the book of Acts which he 

also wrote…with an account of the Ascension.  It’s a day of transition.  

 

And that’s incredibly comforting for followers of Jesus. Do you know why?  

It’s the end of one journey.  It means everything Jesus came to do is done.  

Completely.  As Mary was carrying Jesus in her womb, an angel told Joseph, 

you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins.  Jesus came to be the Savior of the world…to rescue a world of 

sinners from the guilt and power of their sins…to remove the sting of death 

once and for all.  Do you think Jesus would have left if there was still work 



to be done in that arena?  Do you think he would have left his job mostly 

complete?  Do you imagine he would ever say, alright, I got you 

started…now the rest is up to you.  Not a chance!  Jesus came to save us 

from sin and that’s what he did.  Completely.  He didn’t take any days off.  

He didn’t have any cheat days.  Every day was a day of perfect obedience.  

Every single moment was a moment of putting his Father first and joyfully 

submitting his own life to his Father’s commands.  He did that so that the 

perfect demands of God’s law could be met for you…in your place.  That 

means there’s not a single command of God that you haven’t kept perfectly 

in God’s eyes.  Then Jesus took every sin…every sin of the whole 

world…every stray thought…every malicious word…every unholy 

action…and he placed them on his own shoulders…took them to the cross 

and allowed his heavenly Father to punish him instead of you.  It is finished, 

he said. And if there was even a tiny doubt, he rose from the dead to declare 

himself true God and the power of sin and death vanquished.  It’s done.  

Completely.  

 

I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing 

and teaching until the day he was taken up.  The day of Ascension is this 

wonderful day of comfort for God’s people.  Jesus’s work is completed.   

 

But as you may have noticed, the end of Jesus’ work didn’t usher in the 

eternal glory promised through his work.  There was another journey to 

begin.  You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.  Beginning in Jerusalem where Jesus and those 

disciples stood 40 days after Easter, the message of Jesus’ completed work 

would spread…from Jerusalem…to Judea…to Samaria…out farther and 

farther…until it reached the very ends of the earth.  You see, the work of 

earning salvation was complete.  The work of brining souls to know and 

believe that life changing message had just begun.  When one journey 

ends…another begins.  Those who had seen would be sent.  Those who had 

witnessed would be called on to testify to all the world that Jesus had risen 

and the forgiveness of sins comes through him.   

 

There too, Ascension offers tremendous comfort.  At first glance it might 

seem like a sad occasion.  Or it might seem Jesus is abandoning us.  But sort 

of like a parent teaching a child to swim or ride a bike, Jesus knew that 

backing away would be the best way to help us accomplish our task…but not 

because he we needed to do it on our own.  Rather, he knew being visibly 

present on earth was not the best place for him to serve us for the task he’s 

given.  That was from his throne on high. When Jesus ascended into heaven 

he was reminding us that he had taken back up full use of his divine power 



and majesty which he had set aside for a time.  He was returning to rule ALL 

things.  He was returning to take back up that power by which he would 

equip us for our mission by sending God the Holy Spirit to empower his 

people to proclaim the gospel.  You will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

 

The end of one journey…the beginning of another.  Ascension offers comfort 

concerning both those journeys.   

 

But we’re not always interested in engaging in that second journey, are we?   

All our readings for worship today remind us that life’s hard.  We’ve been 

left to be witnesses in a world of sin and sorrow and often times sadness.  

Sometimes that makes us wish this journey would just be done with already.   

 

Now don’t get me wrong.  Waiting longingly for the end is good.  God 

encourages us to do so.  Unless it prevents us from living out our Ascension 

mission.  Unless it doesn’t spur us on to continue … but rather to want to 

give us.  The disciples probably weren’t quite in that mindset on the day of 

Ascension, but their actions remind us that truth.  They were stuck where 

they stood staring up into heaven…perhaps waiting for Jesus to come 

back…perhaps longing for what was.  But the angels had to remind them. 

This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.  In other words, 

don’t stand idly waiting.  He’ll come back.  That’s a promise.  The time for 

glory is coming.  You don’t have to have any doubt.  Now get busy.   

 

That was Jesus’ answer to the disciples too.  “Lord, is this the time when 

you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  Lord, is this the time for 

us to begin our reign of glory with you?  The disciples perhaps had in mind 

an earthly kingdom and earthly glory but we could just as easily ask the same 

in regard to our heavenly glory.  Lord, is it time?  Can we be done with all 

this?  Jesus answered, It is not for you to know the times or seasons that 

the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Don’t 

worry about when.  Instead, get busy going about the work I’ve given you.   

 

Waiting longingly for the end is good…unless it prevents us from living out 

our Ascension mission.  Friends, it’s easy to become very insular.  It’s easy 

to convince ourselves that no one’s interested anyway, why waste our time.  

Let’s just stay within our little family of believers and wait for Jesus to 

return.  It’s easy to despair over the troubles of this life and let that despair 



prevent us from going about the work we’ve been given.  And Satan would 

just love it if we did…if we just stopped, sat in our corner and kept to 

ourselves.   

 

But friends, if you are here…if Jesus has left you here kept you in the world 

…then you have work to do.  You have a mission.   

 

It didn’t take long for the disciples to snap out of it.  They returned to 

Jerusalem.  In his gospel Luke tells us they did so with great joy.  They 

went and they waited for the promised Spirit…which we’ll talk about next 

week.  They understood what Ascension meant.  Forgiveness was won.  Now 

it was time to proclaim with the eternal, all powerful Jesus guiding them 

from on high. 

 

Friends, may we too be filled with joy by the message of Ascension.  Those 

times we’re been less than enthused to carry out our mission…those times 

we come up with every excuse to NOT be witnesses for Jesus…those times 

we’ve allowed despair to prevent us from living in our Ascension 

calling…well Ascension means that Jesus paid for those sins too.  He took 

them to the cross and bled for them.  Every single one.  He robes you with 

perfect faithfulness…never failing to witness to the love of God.  In Jesus 

you stand as a perfect witness without spot or blemish.   

 

The glory is coming.  Some day soon.  So refreshed by the forgiveness of our 

ascended Lord, let’s get busy carrying out our mission.  Equipped by the 

Spirit let your faith shine in your words and your actions.  Ask yourself with 

urgency, whom has the Lord put in my life whom I can tell about the love of 

Christ.  And with eyes focused on heaven, let’s remember that as Paul told us 

this morning our troubles are momentary and light in comparison to the glory 

that is to come.  So let us take us up the task diligently to be what Christ has 

made us to be…his witnesses in a ignorant world…proclaiming what we 

know.  Christ is risen and ascended.  Sin are forgiven.  Eternal life is free to 

all.   

 

When one journey ends…another begins.  On this day of Ascension take 

comfort to know the end of one journey is the guarantee of your forgiveness 

and the beginning of the next is the meaningful work we have been given to 

do in service and thanksgiving to our Lord who has equipped us to carry it 

out with confidence and joy.  Thanks be to God.  The LORD is ascended on 

high.  Amen.   

 

 


