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Exodus 32:7-14 

God Is Serious About His Word 

 

So are you taking it seriously?  Scandal erupted this week and you can’t turn 

anywhere without hearing about Ukraine and impeachment.  Are you taking 

it seriously?  I have to confess I’m having a hard time doing so.  Not because 

I don’t think it’s serious business.  I do.  Not because I don’t care what 

happens.  I do.  Not because I’m completely convinced one way or the other.  

I’m not.  I’m having a hard time taking it seriously because we’ve heard it all 

before.  We’ve heard from one side the incessant accusations of impropriety 

and the constant threat that THIS is going to bring about a change.  And from 

the other side, we’ve heard the incessant explanations and dismissals and the 

constant refrain that nothing wrong has been done…full vindication is just 

around the corner.  We’ve heard it all before…and yet here we still are.  So 

I’m having a hard taking it seriously.   

 

That’s what happens when words seem to be emptied of their force.  We stop 

taking them seriously.  That’s why no one really takes campaign promises all 

that seriously…we’ve heard them before and we’ll hear them again.  That’s 

why it’s a cardinal sin of parenting to make a threat and not follow through 

on it.  Because pretty soon the kids will stop taking you seriously. 

 

As we turn to Exodus 32, I wonder if that same problem is one that plagues 

our relationship with God.  I wonder if one of the reasons we struggle in that 

relationship with God is because that same cynicism has leached its way in. 

Do we struggle to take God seriously?  Do we have a hard time remembering 

that our God is a God who is deadly serious about everything he says…who 

says what he means and means what he says?   

 

Let’s ponder those question as we turn to the words of Exodus 32.   

 

Do you remember the history of the people Israel up to this point? God had 

graciously kept His word to Abraham. He chose them out of His grace to be 

His people and treasured possession. He made them into a great nation. God 

rescued them with His mighty hand from their misery and slavery in Egypt. 

God miraculously and carefully protected and nourished and guided them 

through the wilderness safely to Mt. Sinai. At this mountain God again spoke 

His word to them. He gave them His law and 10 commandments to bless and 

guide them. After initial fear from all the fire and smoke the people said what 



they heard was good. They promised with one loud voice to obey their loving 

God in everything.  

 

But then Moses went up on the mountain…and the days dragged on into 

weeks…and then over a month.  40 long days he had been gone. Do you 

recall what the people of Israel did? Do you know what they did with the 

words of their God who saved and protected and guided them so 

miraculously to this mountain?  They didn’t take His word very seriously. In 

fact, they openly disobeyed the very first command God gave them. They 

had trembled before the smoke and thunder and fire…they had begged God 

to stop speaking directly to them…so terrifying was the experience.  And yet, 

they broke the very first commandment.   

 

Can you imagine the look on God’s face as He gazed upon His own people 

bowing low before a metal cow and chanting: “O golden calf, you are our 

god who rescued us and brought us up out of Egypt?” Can you imagine 

God’s disappointment and rightful anger?  They may not have taken him 

seriously…but God was serious.  
7
The LORD spoke to Moses: “Hurry 

down, because your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 

Egypt, have corrupted themselves! 
8
They have quickly turned from the 

way which I commanded them. They have made a calf for themselves 

out of metal and have worshipped it. They have sacrificed to it and said, 

‘This is your god, Israel, which brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt.’” 
9
The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen these people, and they 

certainly are a stiff-necked people. 
10

So now leave me alone, so that my 

anger can burn hot against them, so that I may consume them and make 

you into a great nation.” 
 

So serious was the Lord that he had already begun to disown the stubborn 

Israelites, calling them ‘Moses’ people whom MOSES brought out of Egypt.  

His word is serious. His threats are real. His holiness cannot tolerate sin. 

 

So if this is how the Lord described his people who didn’t take him seriously 

and turned so quickly on him (stiff necked, corrupt), what does that say about 

those who continue to struggle to take God seriously?   What does that say 

about us?  I mean how else can we explain the fact that even moments after 

walking out of worship, we’re arguing with our spouses…we’re getting 

selfishly upset…we’re talking in ways we’d be ashamed to do before the 

almighty.  How else can we explain that in our hearts God’s very serious 

laws are often reduced to little more than suggestions which we keep…when 

we feel like it…but which are easy to toss aside when we don’t?  What other 

explanation is there than that we don’t take God seriously? 



Why do we not take God seriously?  Well just as a constituent in a political 

district with a politician full of empty promises or a child of an inconsistent 

parent, we must assume that God’s words have been emptied of their force.   

 

You know, your sinful nature is an expert at getting you to sin.  It’s really 

good at it.  It will even use God against you.  Do you think we struggle to 

take God seriously some times because our sinful nature twists God’s own 

words against himself?  ‘God would never consume you in his anger.  You’re 

can just ask for forgiveness later, anyway.  God never follows through on his 

threats! I mean, even look at our lesson today!’   

 

Friends, beware of your sinful nature that abuses the words of God and leads 

you to stop taking him seriously.  God is a serious God.  He means what he 

says.  His wrath burns against sin.  Against your sin and my sin.  We deserve 

to be consumed now and forever. 

 

God is serious.  About everything he says about sin.  We must take him 

seriously.   

 

Yet…yet…God DIDN’T follow through on his threats.  So why should we 

take him seriously?  Well, God didn’t spare the Israelites because he isn’t 

serious about his word.  It’s because an intercessor stepped in and reminded 

God about his promises…promises about which he is equally serious.  You 

see, the Lord gave Moses an opportunity, a chance to intercede, before acting 

on what these people deserve. Moses passed the test. Moses boldly held God 

to another word He had promised…the promises he had made to Abraham. 

The Lord’s name was at stake here, the name of only true God - the God of 

free and faithful love - the God of the covenant. Moses didn’t want that 

Name to be mocked among the Egyptians. So he appealed to the Lord not on 

basis of who these people were or what they’d done, but on the basis of who 

the Lord is and how serious he is about His word. Moses simply pointed to 

Lord’s promises and how because of the Lord these Israelites were His 

people and His nation.  

 

And God showed just how serious he is about His word. 
14

Then the LORD 

changed his mind about the disaster which he said he would inflict on his 

people.  That’s how serious God is about keeping His word. These corrupt 

people deserved to die and immediately be wiped from the face of the earth. 

But God had made a promise to them. And God would keep His promise. 

The Lord would remain faithful even to an unfaithful, sometimes even faith-

less, people. The Lord would be patient with them and give them time to 

repent and turn back to Him. Most importantly, He would keep the promise 



to them through which all nations would be blessed - the promise of sending 

a Savior who would provide the forgiveness for every repentant sinner. God 

is serious about His word.  

 

We too have one who intercedes.  Jesus, who mediates for us on the basis of 

his own payment for our sins…his own life and death and 

resurrection…which guarantees our forgiveness and salvation. John reminds 

us, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 

have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 

ours but also for the sins of the whole world.   
 

Take God seriously.  Sin and his threats against it are no laughing matter.  

But take his promises seriously to.  When we do sin Jesus stands before God 

the Father and says: “Do not count their sins against them. My blood has 

washed them clean. Hold to your promise for my sake and forgive them. 

They are your people and you are their God.”   

 

One final point.  I think it would have been easy for Moses to exhibit pride in 

this whole sordid affair.  It would have been easy for him to be flattered by 

God’s offer to make a great nation out of him…to use it as an occasion to set 

himself up against the wicked sinners out there…to think, ‘yeah, Lord, get 

rid of the lot of them.’  But he didn’t.  He looked away from himself and held 

his mind on the promises of God.   

 

Friends, it is easy to set ourselves up in pride in much the same way.  ‘Thank 

God, we’re not like all those unbelievers out there!  Good riddance to them!’  

But if our minds are held on the promise of God…if his grace and mercy to 

us poor sinners is first and foremost in our minds, we too will zealously take 

up their cause before the Lord, as Moses did, praying for their salvation…we 

too will intercede as we have opportunity to show them Christ and his 

love…and in this way, we too, like Moses, might play our part in God’s 

grand plan to gather in his elect. 

 

Friends, let’s take our God seriously!  He says what he means and means 

what he says.  Don’t doubt it.  Take his warnings against sin seriously.  Take 

his promises in Christ seriously.  So we might journey with him through this 

life until he ushers us into our final resting place, our homeland in heaven.  

Amen. 


