
5th Sunday after Easter May 2nd, 2021 

 

Acts 8:26-40 

God Prepares a Harvest of Fruit 

 

Turns out if you want to be a successful apple farmer (or orchardist if you 

want to be technically correct), a lot goes into it.  I thought about such things 

this past week as I pondered the gospel which described life connected to 

Jesus yielding spiritual fruits…as I spent time thinking about our lesson 

before us this morning from Acts and the part God gives us to play in the 

harvest he prepares.   

 

I found myself wondering about farmers and their harvest.  How much 

control they really have? Admittedly I went down a bit of a rabbit hole.  I 

came across a 20 page paper on apple harvest predictions.  There was 

information I’d expect, like the firmness of the fruit and the color of the 

flesh.  But all of it was laid out in a much more systematic way than I’ve ever 

considered, with charts of percentages. But there was also plenty I’d never 

thought of.  I came across equations I didn’t really understand.  I started 

coming across plotted graphs (you know those exercises in math class you 

never thought had any practical value!).  There’s something called the starch-

iodine index one needs to know about.  Then there’s climate and regional soil 

characteristics to take into account.   

 

The long and short of it is, a lot goes into it.  But one fact was crystal clear 

through all of it.  A fact that I don’t think will surprise anyone.  The 

farmer…the orchardist…whoever, is really only making a prediction based 

on what’s already there.  As farmers have known for millennia, they can only 

predict, it’s God who prepares the harvest.  It’s God who makes its grow.  

It’s God who determines how much will be yielded and when it will be ready 

to be harvest.  It’s God who’s in control…we’re just taking part. 

 

On a day of worship where the picture of fruit production takes center stage, 

those same simple but fundamental truths apply.  In the harvest of fruit 

yielded in human hearts, God is the one who is responsible for the fruit.  God 

prepares it.  God grows it.  But he also gives us a part to play.  Let’s ponder 

those truths as we turn to the account of Philip and the Ethiopian recorded in 

Acts 8. 

 

Philip was a man connected to his Savior…and so just as Jesus said, we’d 

expect to find fruit.  And that’s exactly what we see from what we know 

about Philip.  The Philip of Acts 8 is NOT Philip the apostle.  This Philip 



was one of the 7 men chosen by the apostles (in Acts 6) to be 

deacons…servants…who were put in charge of administrative tasks the 

apostles were too busy to carry out.  Out of the thousands of followers, Philip 

was one of the 7 men considered spiritually mature enough to fill this role.  

Clearly the LORD was yielding spiritual fruit in his life.   

 

And then there’s a detail we learn by implication from our reading this 

morning.  Phillip loved the Scriptures. He knew them well. I mean he had to, 

didn’t he?  To do what he did…to know exactly what a given portion of 

Isaiah was referring to and then to be able to take that passage and walk 

through the Old Testament to tell this stranger the good news of Jesus.  Philip 

was a man who studied God’s Word…thought about God Word’s and 

pondered it in his heart…who delighted in the Old Testament pictures of his 

Savior so much so that he could readily tell another about it.   

 

Philip was a fruit-filled believer because he was connected to Jesus his 

Savior.  And there we find an important piece of our part to play in God’s 

harvest.  As he did with Philip, God often uses our own fruits of faith to in 

turn bear more fruit.  You see, we might not prepare the harvest in the proper 

sense…making the fruit grow…but we can be prepared for the opportunities 

God places before in the same way Philip was.  By growing in our 

knowledge of the Word.  By being prepared…through continual study of the 

Word and pondering of the Word and ingraining the glorious pictures of 

grace and salvation in our hearts…We can be prepared to give the reason for 

the hope we have…just like Philip. 

 

But Philips part to play in the harvest God was preparing didn’t stop there.  

Philip also was aware of the opportunities God was placing before him and 

was receptive to the prompts the Spirit gave.   

 

First he was told by the Spirit to go down a road that led to an isolated area.  

Philip certainly could have told the Spirit he knew a better place to go.  Yet 

he got up and went.  Then the Spirit told him to stay near the man in the 

chariot up ahead…which would have given Philip all sorts of reasons to turn 

away…different culture…different social class…built in excuses for Philip 

to say, I don’t think this is going to pan out, Spirit.  Yet he ran up to the 

chariot.  And then the Spirit didn’t need to say anything.  When Philip heard 

the Ethiopian reading Isaiah, he knew he has his in.  And he took it.   Philip 

was mindful of the opportunities placed before him by God and receptive to 

the Spirit’s prompts.   

 



Isn’t the same available to you?  Someone might say, but the Spirit has never 

spoken to me and told me exactly where to go and who to speak to.  If he did, 

I’d have no problem doing it.  But that person would be wrong.  That Spirit 

has and does speak to you, directly, in his Word.  The Spirit urges parents to 

raise their children in the fear and instruction of the Lord.  That means every 

time your child is in front of you, God has placed an opportunity for fruits of 

faith to yield a harvest of fruit through Christ-like modeling, gospel centered 

speech, and direct use of God’s Word.  The Spirit urges God’s people to 

gather together and encourage one another.  That means every opportunity to 

be together, whether in formal, public worship, or informal gatherings is an 

opportunity God has placed in front of you to speak God’s Word, to 

encourage and through that gospel encouragement yield a harvest of fruit.  

The Spirit urges be prepared to give the reason for the hope you have to 

ANYONE who asks.  That means every interaction with even a stranger 

where talking about the hope you have in Jesus comes up, is an opportunity 

God is placing before you.  God places the opportunities in front of us and 

like Philip, the Spirit continues to make us aware of them as he speaks to us 

in his Word.   

 

And then of course, Philip played his part in allowing God to cultivate the 

harvest of fruit growing in this Ethiopian man’s heart.  Philip actually 

engaged the man with God’s Word.  He explained the good news that Jesus 

was the long prophesied sheep Isaiah was talking about.  The one who 

willingly allowed justice to be denied him and was silent as the accusation of 

all the world’s sin was placed on him.  The one who did so even unto death.  

All as part of God’s long prophesied plan to deal with sin.  To punish sin.  

And to save sinners.  Philip spoke that good news he knew so well when God 

placed the opportunity before him.   

 

Do you find yourself struggling in that role?  Maybe it’s a crippling feeling 

of incompetence that makes you struggle.  Could that be a product of 

forgetting the part God asks you to play?  Could you be putting too much 

pressure on yourself?  Could you be forgetting that God is the one who 

responsible for the growth of the fruit…that he can use your imperfect words.  

He can.  Because the growth is up to him.   

 

Or could that crippling feeling of incompetence actually be a sign of the guilt 

you feel because the fruit of your own life has been pretty wilted lately.  

Maybe the cry of “I wouldn’t know what to say!” is really an admission that I 

haven’t really been spending time with my LORD in his Word.  I haven’t 

been allowing him to yield fruits in my own heart.  I’ve kept him at arms 



length instead of making the promises of his Word the very pulse of my 

beating heart.   

 

Or maybe you struggle because you’ve let Satan convince you the job the 

someone else’s.  And so even though the LORD has placed opportunity after 

opportunity before you, you’ve turned an eye elsewhere and thought, well the 

harvesters will be by soon to take care of that.   

 

Do you find yourself struggling with the part God gives you in the harvest 

he’s prepared?  I know I do.  Yes, even as a pastor.  I struggle with it.   

 

You know, Jesus talked this morning about a more fruitful life.  He talked 

about those who connected to him striving to yield more fruit.  He talked 

about pruning the gardener does to get more fruit.  Friends, conversations 

like this are part of that pruning process.  The LORD is calling on us to 

carefully consider our priorties and to root out all those sinful, parasitic 

growths that drain us of the nourishment, Jesus the vine gives.   

 

Because when we do, when we identify the shortcomings of our own hearts, 

God has a harvest prepared for your heart.  He prepares it and grows it by 

holding before you that same picture the Ethiopean was reading from Isaiah.  

A Savior who willingly and silently went to slaughter for you.  Who was 

denied justice so he could bear the weight of our sinful pride and apathy and 

indifference and excuse making which has prevented fruit from bursting 

forth in our hearts.  He bore the weight of that sin so thoroughly that God 

says it’s as though it never existed in his sight.   

 

We lay those pruned branches at the cross of Savior for his forgiveness.  And 

renewed by that grace, Jesus sends us out, like Philip.  And he will find ways 

for us to produce fruit and for us to take part in the harvest of souls he has 

prepared…with family, with friends and members of our church…and with 

strangers, too, as he arranges the opportunity for us to give the reason for the 

hope and the joy which is ours in Christ the pure vine. 

 

I learned this week that farmers can’t really control the harvest, but boy they 

spent a lot of time reading the signs of when the harvest will come and doing 

everything within their power to be ready for it.  May we do the same with 

the harvest God has prepared…filling our own hearts with his Word, mindful 

of the daily opportunities he gives, and ready to proclaim the hope we have 

in the good news of Jesus.  God grant us strength.  Amen.  


