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Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Can These Bones Live? 

 

Martin Pistorius was just 12 years old when a mysterious illness began 

slowly robbing him of his abilities…and I mean ALL of them.  All of his 

voluntary muscles just slowly started to shut down until his ability to move 

or communicate on any level was completely lost.  He descended into a 

vegetative state that left the doctors baffled and his family despairing. His 
parents were told to “take their son home because his time left was limited.”  

But that turned out to not be true. The first two years, Martin was in a coma-

like condition…motionless, unresponsive, and utterly unconscious. But some 

two years into his ordeal, his mind began to wake up. Unfortunately, his 

mind was the only thing that began to awaken. He was soon fully conscious, 

but unable to communicate with the outside world. No one, not even his 

closest caretakers or doctors knew that he could hear and see everything 
going on around him. 

Can you imagine?  He felt trapped, claustrophobic, terrified, and felt that he 

would go insane.  His lowest moment came when he heard his mother say, “I 

hope you die.” Not out of spite or anger, but because she didn’t know what 

else would end the situation.  So full of despair, she later (unsuccessfully) 

attempted to take her own life. As for his father, well, for the next decade, his 

life consisted of getting up early in the morning, driving his helpless son to a 

special care center, then picking him up eight hours later and driving him 
home, where he would be bathed, fed and put to bed.  

But Martin remained trapped in a frozen body. He later said, I knew who I 

was and where I was, and understood I’d been robbed of a real life.  Talk 
about a situation where hope seemed lost! 

We’re all feeling a little trapped right now, aren’t we? Say what you will 

about our current situation, but one fact cannot be disputed…it’s affecting all 

of us.  That might scale from what will be in the long run minor 

inconveniences perhaps all the way up to a feeling of hopelessness.  What 
can we do in a situation like this?   

Well, the people at the time of the prophet Ezekiel could certainly relate.  

Ezekiel had been a priest who was sent as prophet to the Israelite people in 

exile in Babylon.  And they too were feeling helpless and hopeless.  They 

were far away from home.  They were cut off from experiencing the 

complete worship life God had given them and they couldn’t jump on the 



Jerusalem temple live stream to make do.  In fact, there was no temple 

anymore.  It had been destroyed along with Jerusalem…and with them, 

seemingly every promise God had made about the Savior.  They were feeling 

helpless and hopeless.  They were lamenting to one another ‘Our bones are 

dried up. Our hope is lost. We have been completely cut off.’   
 

So God gave Ezekiel a vision to give hope to his people mired in 

hopelessness.  The LORD brought Ezekiel to a valley whose desert floor was 

littered with human bones. A pile of death.  And then he told Ezekiel to 

inspect them…to pass through and look at them carefully.  And what Ezekiel 

found was the death these bones represented was both immense and it was 

undeniable.  This was not a picture of a problem only afflicting a few.  There 

were many bones on the valley floor.  And this was not a picture of a 

problem that could be easily overcome.  The bones were very dry. They’d 

been dead for quite some time, well past any period of hope that life could 

return to them.   

 

And then the Lord asked Ezekiel a question.  Can these dry bones live?  It 

doesn’t seem like it, does it?  The LORD had said, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel.  It didn’t seem like there was any hope for them.  But 

Ezekiel knew better than to say “No. They can’t live, LORD.”  Rather he 

said, “LORD God, you know.”  In other words, it didn’t matter what it 

seemed like, Ezekiel knew that the answer lay with God and him alone.  If 

the LORD wanted them to live, then despite every appearance, they were 

going to live.   

 

Martin Pistorius spent more than a decade in that state of 

imprisonment…mentally aware yet immobile and unable to communicate.  

Then as suddenly and as inexplicably as it started, Martin one day began to 

get feeling back in his body. Slowly and painstakingly, movement followed, 

and then came rigorous rehabilitation until finally there was a life ahead.  

 

So too for the nation of Israel.  But with one HUGE difference.  Their turn 

from hopelessly dead to alive was anything BUT inexplicable.  Prophesy to 

these bones, the Lord told Ezekiel.  Speak a divine Word of promise from 

the Lord to them and watch what happens.   

 

And as he did, Ezekiel saw the bones begin shake and heard them begin to 

rattle.  In a flurry of commotion, individual bones began to connect one to 

another.  A thigh bone connecting to a hip bone.  A neck bone connected to a 

head bone.  And once fully formed, then sinews appeared and flesh grew.  



And finally, the life giving Spirit (as he had done for Adam and Eve) 

breathed life into those inanimate bodies.    

 

The LORD was teaching his people that he has the power over every form of 

death.  And not just generically so, but he would specifically be putting that 

power to work for them as he brought them back from captivity, restored 

their nation, and continued marching on the path of his faithfulness to keep 

his promises of salvation through a coming Savior.  I am going to open your 

graves and raise you up from your graves and bring you back to the soil 

of Israel. 
13

Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves and raise you up from your graves, O my people. 
14

I will put my 

Spirit in you, and you will live. I will settle you on your own land, and 

you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, declares 

the LORD.”  

 

The LORD has the power over every form of death.  That’s the amazing truth 

we’re confronted with during the season of Lent.  This vision ultimately 

foreshadowed the work of Jesus…the one who marched out to confronted 

death head on.  He confronted it when it came for his friend and with the 

simple command, “Come out”, he called Lazarus out of death’s grips and 

forth to life.  But he didn’t stop there.  He marched all the way to Calvary’s 

cross to confront death for the final showdown.  There he became death for 

you.  He was dried up and withered until his own breath and Spirit left him.  

And when he had done that, his Father’s wrath against sin was satisfied once 

and for all.  Your death was taken by him so that he might give you life.   

 

Our situation is desperate one.  And I’m not taking about quarantines and 

viruses anymore.  I’m taking about the spiritual death that reigned over our 

hearts.  But that too the Lord demonstrated he has power over.  With the 

power of his Word, he sent the Spirit into your heart…by prophesying to you 

that forgiveness has been won at the cross, the Spirit gathered up the dead 

and dry bones of your soul and gave them life.  Can these bones live?  The 

LORD knows and you are proof that the answer is YES. 

 

I’m guessing there are other situations in your life that you’re feeling pretty 

desperate about right now.  Maybe you have a loved one who just doesn’t 

seem to have any interest in the all important question of God.  Maybe that 

loved one is even rather defiant about it.  Can those bones live?  The LORD 

knows.  And while he might not tell whether they will or not, you have proof 

positive that the Spirit works through the power of the Word to bring life to 

seemingly hopelessly dead situations.   

 



Maybe you’re wondering how our ministry is going to survive these trying 

times.  Well, friends, where the LORD is present with his life giving Word, 

there the Spirit is working powerfully to bring souls to life and to empower 

them.  Yes, even if it has to happen over an internet connection. 

 

Jesus’ victory over death means life for all who believe in him.  Now, 

tomorrow, the next day, and even into eternity when the great fulfillment of 

this vision comes true…when physical death is done away with…when we 

are raised imperishable…when we will live forever with the Lord.   

 

What comfort the LORD our God gives…that we might know him and his 

salvation through his triumph over death and that we might be raised to life 

to live to his glory.   

 

You know, in his late 20s, Martin Pistorius learned to use a computer to 

speak. Soon after, he got a government job. Then he graduated from college 

with a degree in computer science.  He started his own web design company.  

He even got married in 2008.  Hopelessness had been replaced by life. 

 

By the power that his through his Spirit and through his Word God raised up 

for himself an army of spiritual Israelites who have come out of the grave of 

spiritual death and who are alive in Christ.  Let us live that life, no longer in 

despair, but now with hope now and forever, let us rejoice and live a life that 

glorifies him.  Amen.   

 


