
Opening Service August 29th, 2021 

 

Psalm 115:1 

To God Alone Be the Glory 

 

Not to us, LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, because of your 

mercy, because of your truth.   

 

As most of you know, every school year we choose a theme based on a bible 

passage which we use to kick off our school year in mediation (as we’re doing 

this morning)  and to give us a focused emphasis for the year to return to again 

and again.  We post the theme in our school hall.  We print it on our field trip 

shirts.  And whenever applicable, we remind our students of the truths it 

teaches.  Our theme for this year (which you can find on the cover of your 

service folder or projected as the theme of my sermon this morning) is “To God 

Alone Be the Glory”.   

 

It’s a theme found in Scripture, as we just heard from Psalm 115 and echoed in 

other places like Romans 11, Romans 16, and 1 Timothy 6. But that phrase, in 

that specific formulation (To God Alone Be the Glory), was popularized in 

Lutheran circles by classical composer and lifelong Lutheran, Johann Sebastian 

Bach.  

 

Now I think if you asked the average person who the greatest composers of 

classical music were (assuming they don’t look at you like you just spoke to 

them in a foreign language) I think all of people would mention Bach.  

Proabably along with Beethoven and Mozart.  Those are typically thought of as 

the big 3.  Bach is not just renown in Lutheran circles.  He’s renown by the 

world at a large for his musically innovative harmonies and compositions.  

 

But did you know it wasn’t always that way.  There was about 100 years where 

Bach just wasn’t all that popular.  It’s not quite as dramatic as some make it 

seem as though Bach was nearly lost to the pages of history.  But it’s true that 

during the later part of his life and for about 70 years afterward, Bach didn’t 

have general renown among the masses.  Music aficionados were acquainted 

with his work, but it’s wasn’t until another composer (Felix Mendelsohn, a 

Bach fan through his grandma’s instruction) performed one of Bach’s works in 

1829 that the general attitude toward Bach as a historically great music genius 

began to change.   

 

And it’s that fact which makes me wonder what Bach would have thought of it 

all.  You see, as I said a minute ago, it was Bach who popularized our school 

year theme.  At the end of every single one of his church compositions (and 



even some of his secular works), Bach would sign the initials S.D.G.  Soli Deo 

Gloria.  Latin for “To God Alone Be the Glory”.  Given what happened with 

his reputation over the years, I wonder how the man who religiously signed his 

works “to God alone be the glory” would have felt about it all…the man who 

said, “All music should have no other end and aim than the glory of God and 

the soul's refreshment; where this is not remembered there is no real music but 

only a devilish hub-bub”.  Would it have been perfectly fine with him to know 

that 70 years after his death, his 1100 plus compositions were largely relegated 

to a few music snobs?  Would he nowadays, finding out his vaulted reputation, 

bristle at the fact that his music is used by most to praise him rather than to 

convey the glory of God through the biblical truths it’s paired with?   

 

And therein lies the challenge with the theme we’ve chosen for our school 

year…exemplified by the life and reputation of the man who popularized it 

among us.  The challenge is: it’s really easy to say and even agree with…but 

it’s so hard to actually do. It’s hard to give God the proper heft of honor which 

he deserves.   

 

That’s what glory is in the Old Testament.  It’s weightiness.  It’s having a mass 

of value and therefore having or deserving the respect and honor that goes with 

it.  Psalm 115…which open with that call to give God glory…goes on to 

contrast that with the worthlessness of idols…the futility of honoring them.  

God alone is worthy of such honor.  God alone is worthy of our trust and our 

service.  Give him the glory!    

 

Like I said, it all sounds great!  And it rolls off the tongue.  To God Alone Be 

the Glory!  But it’s really hard in reality.  Mostly because of one little word in 

there.  Alone.  To God ALONE be the glory.  Because shouldn’t we get some 

credit?  Whether we should or not, we WANT some credit.  We want it and 

most of the time we think we deserve it.   

 

The psalmist was clearly aware of that innate, inborn desire to pat our selves on 

the back and assign some glory to ourselves.  You ever find yourself repeating 

something as much to convince yourself as anyone else?  Not to us, 

LORD…NOT. TO. US. (get it. In. your head!)  The word “alone” might not 

be in Psalm 115:1 but its exactly what the psalmist was stuggling against.  He 

was clearly aware of his own and every sinner’s inborn desire to give glory to 

self…to want the credit…to feel like I deserve the credit.   

 

For whatever, by the way.  I’ve been intentionally vague to this point because 

these truths apply to every area of our lives.  Starting with our spiritual lives.  

We want the credit for our status before God.  We want to fancy ourselves 

better than others and therefore more deserving of God’s love.  We want to 



think that we’re the reason God calls us his own and all the good we do is 

simply proof of that fact.  Nevermind that Scripture says we’re dead in 

sins…that nothing good lives in us by nature…that we are only evil all the 

time.  Nevermind that Scripture says if we desire what God desire and act as 

God wills us to act, it’s because God is working in us to accomplish it.  We 

want the glory.   

 

It applies to our day to day lives.  We like to think of these bodies and minds as 

our own.  We like to think of accomplishments and our accumulations as 

products of our own making.  We want the pat on the back and we think we 

deserve it.  Nevermind that Scripture condemns such pride.  Nevermind that 

Scripture tells us we’d have nothing if God didn’t gift it to us and so whatever 

we do have and have accomplished is only a product of his grace and mercy.  

Nevermind all that.  We want the glory.   

 

It applies to our ministry here at Crown of Life with special application this 

morning to our school ministry.  We want the glory.  Maybe we’ve forgotten 

that the purpose of a new school building is NOT so we can grow in reputation 

in our community or so people can marvel at what a nice place we have and 

compliment the tremendous generosity of a congregation that made it happen.   

 

Our teachers will struggle remembering that the long hours of prep and 

teaching aren’t for the purpose of self-aggrandizement and at times they’ll be 

left with the frustration that comes from feeling woefully underappreciated.  

 

Our students will have a terrible time, as all children do, not boasting and 

bragging when their grade comes in higher than a classmate or when they gain 

a small victory on the playground or when the teacher issues them a word of 

praise.   

 

Pastor’s aren’t immune either.  You see, I want all of this to take off too.  I 

want it to be big.  But do I think that way because I know it would reflect well 

on me?   

 

Part of my prayer life for the past several months has a been repeating 

something like this: “Bless our efforts, LORD.  Bring us students.  Fill our 

school.  But not for my glory.  For your glory.  Not mine.” 

 

Sometimes we have to confess and speak and pray the ideal in the face of 

knowing that our sinful heart is fighting against the sentiment!  Not to us, O 

LORD…NOT. TO. US. 

 



But to your name give glory.  And here’s where that stubborn, self-centered 

flesh will be confronted…day after day in the hearts of God’s people…lesson 

after lesson in the classrooms of our school.  because of your mercy, because 

of your truth. 

 

If we want to give the glory to God alone…give him the proper heft of 

honor…we’ll do so by keeping his mercy and his truth always before our hearts 

and our lives.   

 

The truth of a God who never lies or deceives us.  Whose Word (as we heard 

from Hebrews this morning) has the power to judge the thoughts and attitudes 

of our hearts.  That truth of God exposes the self-centered, self-glorifiying 

nature of Christians…of church members…of pastors…of teachers…of 

students.  It reminds us that while we may want and even think we deserve the 

credit, we don’t.  We actually don’t deserve it.  Not when it comes to our 

salvation…or to our life of good works…or in our acts of service…or in the 

accomplishments out there or in here…or in the classrooms…or in the pulpit.  

We don’t deserve it.  That’s the truth.  What we deserve is nothing but 

miserable failure in this life.  What we deserve is a swift kick and fast pass 

straight to hell.   

 

And that truth makes the mercy of the LORD stand out even brighter.  That 

loving kindness of our God which he gives entirely without obligation to us, but 

because he wants to.   

 

That merciful love moved him to pity us rather than condemn us…moved him 

to send a Savior in our place instead of leaving us to measure up on our own.  

Through that Savior, Jesus, our LORD, what we have is given completely as a 

gift.  And for that God deserves ALL the glory.  God and him alone! 

 

So we’ll give him that glory.  This school year I’ll remember that whatever 

opportunities I’m given and whatever successes come from them, they didn’t 

come because I’m all that.  God gave them and God blessed.  Our teachers will 

remember that what they do is God’s work among his most impressionable 

children and when the long hours will be sacrificed to God’s glory rather than 

to gain recognition.  Our students will be taught that all their gifts are from the 

loving hand of God and when they bring joy, boasting is not appropriate, thanks 

and praise is.  And you, the members who support our teachers and students, 

you’ll be reminded that any and everything we do is not for Crown of Life, but 

for God almighty.   

 

Not to us, LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, because of your 

mercy, because of your truth.   



 

Who cares how reputations wax and wane in the hands of men.  Bach had it 

right.  Soli Deo Gloria.  To God Alone Be the Glory.  Today.  Tomorrow.  Each 

day of our school year.  Forever.  Amen.  


