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Joel 2:28-29 

God Anoints His Prophets 

 

Now, this research is a bit old, so some of the numbers may have changed, but 

I’m guessing it’s still pretty relevant.  Back in 2005, the Barna research group 

did a study asking adults if they think their children are “being prepared well 

enough” or are “poorly prepared” for the intellectual, physical, emotional, 

spiritual, or moral dimensions of life. 50% said children are “not prepared well 

enough” or are “poorly prepared” intellectually. 54% said children were not 

being prepared well enough physically. 62% gave negative assessments on 

emotional preparation. 71% say children get inadequate spiritual training. And 

finally, 75% say children get inadequate moral preparation.  Do you agree?  If 

it’s true what can be done about it? Does it surprise you? 

 

Maybe it doesn’t surprise you.  Because it’s not just children, is it?  Adults often 

feel woefully unequipped for life too, don’t we?  I remember when we were 

ready to leave the hospital after Levi was born…I remember thinking, we’re just 
going to take this new human? That’s it?  No manual.  Nothing?  I mean you get 

more instructions when you buy a toaster!  And we could go on and on, from the 

decisions young adults are expected to make for their future to the facing 

unknown transitions late in life like retirement or an empty nest.  A lot of times 

we just feel really ill equipped for life.   

 

What about in your life of service before God?  Do you ever fell that way?  You 

know, last week we heard Jesus say to his disciples, You will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  That 

last part tells us he wasn’t just talking to those disciples.  He was talking to all 

future disciples…to you and me.  Do you ever feel ill-equipped for that task?   

 

Maybe we look at some of the great heroes of faith and think, I can’t do that…I 

don’t have what it takes.  We look at someone like the apostle Paul, the greatest 

missionary, who founded church after church…was God’s instrument to bring 

about countless conversions…who faced down death repeatedly and never once 

let it silence him about Jesus...and we think, well that’s not me.  We look at 

someone like Abraham and we see him willing to follow God anywhere, without 

knowing any details…uprooting his family…even willing to trust God so 

thoroughly that when commanded, he’s willing to sacrifice even his own 

son…and we think, I can’t be that.  Do you feel ill-equipped to be God’s 

representatives in this world? 

You know, our sinful nature just loves to play off those kinds of fears and 

feelings of inadequacy.  Those are the kind of fears and feelings of inadequacy 

that lead to the temptation that someone else should do it.  Someone else will be 



better at it.  And, friends, that makes for only a very short step to an unwilling 

heart that no longer just wonders if I can but defiantly says, I won’t.  That’s not 

my job.  Someone else can do it. 

 

You see, those very real feelings of being ill equipped to be Christ’s 

representatives…his witnesses in this world…they lead to a rejection of the  

work God has left for us.  And that not only harms my spiritual condition…it 

cripples the body of Christ.  Can a human body function without an arm or a leg? 

Of course it can.  But does it function as well as God intended it to?  Absolutely 

not.  Can the body of Christ function without all its parts?  Yes.  But not as well 

as God intended.  

 

So, we often feel ill equipped to be Christ’s witnesses.  That can lead to a sinful 

rejection of God’s work he’s placed before us.  And that can cripple the body of 

Christ.   

 

Friends, that’s where the promises of God through the prophet Joel and their 

fulfillment on the day of Pentecost come in.  You see, we are reminded this 

morning to stop believing the lie.  Stop believing the lie that you’re not 

equipped…you are…and you always have been. 

 

But let me go back to that original survey of parents on their child’s 

preparedness.  Interestingly (and quite correctly I think) Barna noted that the 

same people who are anguished about the mediocre support that children 

receive…the parents…are the ones primarily responsible for the problem. Those 

who are worried about kids not being prepared have failed to remember who’s 

responsible to for getting them ready.  

 

If we’re worried about how ill equipped we are, then we’re doing the same 

thing…not remembering who’s responsible to equip us.  Because its not 

primarily you.  It’s not primarily your parents.  It’s nor primarily the church.  It’s 

God himself.   

 

And God is not a ‘sink-or-swim’ kind of God. He’s not a ‘take a step back and 

see how you do’ kind of God.  Our God is a God who equips those he sends.   

 

Now the ancient practice of anointing…you know when oil was poured out on 

someone’s…was meant to symbolically signify the taking over of an office…a 

position that brought with it authority and responsibility.  God’s people would do 

that for kings, for instance, to let everyone know this was now the ruler of God’s 

people.   

 

But God himself had a special way of anointing those he sent.  Not symbolically 

with oil, but with an actual outpouring of power to equip them for the task.  God 



special anointing was to pour out himself…to pour out his Holy Spirit…onto 

those he sent.   

 

We see this over and over again in the OT.  The pouring out of the Spirit is tied 

to great feats of supernatural strength.  It’s tied to having wisdom and skill in 

craftsmanship for the temple.  But most importantly for our discussion this 

morning, it was tied to empowering and equipping those who were sent as God’s 

messengers…the prophets.  Saul, the first king, joined the prophets when the 

Spirit came upon him.   Moses, the greatest prophet of the OT was told by God 

that he had anointed him with the Spirit.  God even at one point told Moses he 

was going to take that Spirit and anoint the 70 elders with it and when he did, 

they began to prophecy…to speak God’s Word.  

 

Our God is a God who anoints…who equips…his prophets…those he sends out 

to represent him in the world.  But in the Old Testament, God limited that 

activity to specific times and specific places.   

 

But God also promised that would not always be the case.  Interestingly enough, 

when those 70 elders were anointed by the Spirit and began prophesying, Joshua, 

Moses’ aid, complained that they were stealing the spotlight.  Moses response 

was, If only all of the LORD’s people were prophets so that the LORD 

would put his Spirit on them!  Moses never heard the words of the prophet Joel 

but his desire was exactly in line with God’s plans.   

 

A day would come when God would no longer limiting pouring out his Spirit to 

specific times and specific circumstances.  But instead…After this, I will pour 

out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 

Your old men will dream dreams. Your young men will see visions. Even on 

the male servants and the female servants, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days. 

 

When would God do this?  After this…in those days.  We go back a few verses 

and Joel is talking about deliverance for God’s people.  In those days…when the 

LORD delivers his people.  When Messiah has come and won salvation for the 

world…then I’ll pour out my Spirit.   

 

Peter understood that Pentecost was the start of this new age that dawned when 

the Spirit was poured out…when God anointed his prophets…now no longer a 

special class of believer…but a promise and gift given to every single one of his 

people.  No distinction in gender (sons and daughter), no distinction in age (old 

men and young men), no distinction in social class (on all including even 

servants and maids).   

 

When the day of Pentecost arrived, God made good on his promise. 



 

Here’s what that means for you as a Pentecost Christian.  You have been made a 

child of God.  Because Christ Jesus came to this world to be your Savior, his life 

and death has paid your way back into the good graces of a holy God…has 

purified and cleansed you.  That forgiveness is continually outpoured to you 

through the work of the Spirit as he applies the promises of God to your life 

through the means of grace…through Word and Sacrament.  Every failure and 

misstep…every time we come up with some poor excuse for not doing what 

Christ has asked of us…the Spirit points us back to the cross where the blood of 

our Savior runs down and washes us anew.   

 

And then he reminds us of what God has actually made us.  As a child of God 

living in the last days of this world…you have been appointed a prophet of God.  

And as God always does…God anoints his prophets.  You have been anointed 

with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Since the day of Pentecost, every believer, 

has not only been given the Spirit to create faith and cling to Christ, but also to 

equip you with divine power and divine gifts to be the representative and witness 

of Christ in this world.   

 

It’s not just the job of pastors.  It’s not just the job of those who know more 

about the Bible. It’s your job. It’s my job.  It’s the sacred task of every believers.  

To be witnesses of Christ.  And God has equipped us to carry it out. 

 

Still don’t feel you have what it takes?  Maybe you’re not thinking about it 

correctly.  Pentecost doesn’t mean every Christian becomes an eloquent speaker.  

It’s doesn’t mean every Christian has the gifts of a Paul or an Abraham.  It 

means every Christian has SOMETHING from the Spirit to contribute to the 

task.  Listen to how Paul put in 1 Corinthians.  There are various kinds of gifts, 

but the same Spirit…Each person is given a manifestation of the Spirit for 

the common good.  Your gift might not be bold proclamation of Christ’s work 

with words…but maybe with a quiet life that relentlessly follows the LORD in 

the face of pressure or criticism.  Your gift might not be expounding on the 

teachings of Scripture…but maybe the gift of encouragement for those who do 

or for those who are struggling under the burden of guilt and sin.  Proclaiming, 

living, serving, encouraging, giving…all manifestations of the Spirit.  All gifts of 

God.  All evidence that God has anointed you, his prophet.   

 

And in this, we will carry on work of Christ…many working as one…each using 

the gifts the outpoured Spirit has given.   

 

Rejoice with me on this day of Pentecost to remember that God has not left us ill 

prepared…he has anointed us with the Spirit that we might be his prophets…his 

representatives in this Word…witnesses of Jesus.  Amen.   


