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2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Contending with the Veil 

 

In a house with young children wrestling with clothing is a frequent occurance.  

Whether it’s the shoes that are supposedly the right size, but because your kid 

doesn’t know how to lock their ankle and apply the correct directional force, 

they’re just about impossible to get on.  Or it’s the zipper of the unwieldy winter 

coat which only gets stuck when you’re already running 5 minutes late.  Or it’s 

the shirt I hand to my kids and they look at it like it’s a rubik’s cube.  Both arms 

are in the head hole.  The legs got involved somehow.  In a house with small 

kids, wrestling with clothes is a regular occurrence.  As the kids say nowadays, 

the struggle is real.   

 

But maybe some of you here are saying, I’m past all that.  Either my kids have 

grown up or I have and no longer need to wrestle with clothes on a regular basis.  

But as Paul wrote to God’s people in the city of Corinth, he says “Not so fast,” 

this morning.  As he wrote to Christians near and dear to his heart, Paul had 

struggling with a piece of fabric on the mind.  It was a different kind of fabric, of 

course.  Not a stubborn zipper or a complicated children’s shirt, but a kind of 

spiritual cloth.  One which causes problems far more serious than uncomfortable 

pants and tardy departures.  And when it comes to this piece of spiritual cloth, all 

joking aside, the struggle is real.   

 

But there’s hope for us this morning on Transfiguration Sunday.  Hope found in 

the glory revealed on this day…hope found in Jesus and the brilliant shining 

light of the gospel which proclaims him our God and our Savior.   

 

At Jesus’ own direction, Paul had spent his adult life proclaiming the gospel. He 

is by far the most prolific missionary in the New Testament.  His work found 

great success as the Holy Spirit worked through his preaching and established 

church after church.  But he also experienced great resistance.  Plenty of people 

believed the gospel he proclaimed.  But plenty didn’t.   

 

To the next generation of Christians to whom Paul was entrusting that gospel 

message, he identified the problem.  The problem Paul identified for those who 

proclaim the gospel is that sometimes we preach it and we find a piece of 

spiritual cloth getting in the way.  Paul wrote sometimes the gospel is 

veiled…it’s covered in a way that keeps those we’re proclaiming it to from 

clearly seeing it. 

 

Now, to understand why Paul is talking about veils in the first place, we have to 

go back to the book of Exodus.  There we’re told that after Moses came down 



from Mt Sinai, after speaking with the LORD and receiving the laws of the Old 

Covenant, unknown to him, his face was radiant.  It was glowing.  His face was 

reflecting a little bit of God’s own glory.  We’re also told that periodically, 

Moses would enter into place called the Tent of Meeting, a special tent he set up 

outside the camp where God would descend to meet with him and tell him what 

he needed to tell the people.  After each of these meetings with God in that 

special tent, Moses would come out again with a radiant face.  With face all 

aglow, a clear marker that this man was speaking for God himself, Moses would 

deliver the message God had for the people.  But then we’re told something 

interesting.  After delivering God’s message, Moses would put a veil over his 

face and continue to wear that veil before the people, until the next time he went 

to speak with God and the process started over again.  

 

What seems perhaps curious at the very least is explained very clearly by the 

Holy Spirit through Paul in 2 Corinthians.  In chapter 3, before our text, he 

explains Moses’ veil like this: Moses…put a veil over his face, so that the 

Israelites could not continue to look at the end of the radiance, as it was 

fading away.  The radiance didn’t last.  It would fade.  Because the glory of the 

Old Covenant wasn’t a lasting glory.  It was never meant to be.  The Old 

Covenant with it’s law and regualtions was NEVER meant to be the path to 

salvation.  It was never meant to reveal the true saving glory of God.  It was 

meant to point God’s people forward to the one who would come…the one who 

WOULD reveal God’s saving glory.  The Old Covenant was never meant to be 

that nor could it be.   

 

So Moses puts this veil on his face so that people don’t lose their respect and 

honor for him as God’s spokesman.  That was the purpose of the veil.  It wasn’t 

meant to confuse or trick the Israelites.   

 

But as Paul continues to lay out, that veil was symbolic of a far greater problem.  

The Israelites…like every, single human sinner…wanted glory to be found in the 

law.   That covenant God set up through Moses…which was for their blessing 

and their instruction and their separation from the world and ultimately to show 

them a need for a Savior…that covenant became for them the path of obedience 

to earn a place before God.  They wanted the glory of that covenant to be a 

lasting glory.  They wanted to be able to look at the regulations and the laws and 

be able to say: I’ve kept those.  I’ve done what God has asked.  I am right with 

him. 

 

Whether you realize it or not, this desire for glory to be found in the law is 

ultimately in the heart of every unbeliever.  It’s rather obvious in the case of 

religious unbelievers.  It looks very much like the Pharisees and the other 

Israelites who imagined their righteousness came through their obedience. But 

it’s also the case for the non-religious unbeliever.  It’s that dismissiveness of the 



gospel that says, I don’t need it.  I’m just fine the way I am.  I don’t need what 

you’re selling.   

 

Ultimately it’s a desire to find glory in myself and my own goodness.  This 

desire which imagines that what I do is good enough…that I can stand on my 

own merits…is what Paul describes as a veil over the gospel which Satan, the 

god of this age, has used to blind the minds of unbelievers, to keep them 

from clearly seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ.   

 

All of us know the frustration of contending with that stubborn piece of spiritual 

cloth…the family member you’ve encouraged to come to church regularly and 

make it a top priority. You’ve tried to explain how their soul needs regular 

nourishment from God’s word. But you get little more than a shrug and a smirk. 

And the implication is unmistakable.  I don’t need what you’re offering.  I think 

I’m doing just fine.  The friend to whom you’ve attempted to explain your 

Scriptural position on social issues.  And when you call sin what it is all you get 

back is that look that says ‘I pity your small-mindedness.’  The close 

acquaintance who’s happy to talk about God, but who’s words make it clear they 

don’t think they need Christ much, if at all…I mean just look at how much better 

their life is compared to some!  We’ve all experienced that frustration which that 

veil which blinds self-righteous human hearts to the gospel.   

 

You know when I’m with my kids and their contending with rubix cube that is 

their shirt with it’s impossible configuration of arm holes and head holes, I can 

try to talk them through it all I want.  But usually, I just have to go over and fix it 

myself.   

 

Paul reminds us that God has to enter into the picture and take control.  In fact, 

that’s exactly what he did for each of you.  the God who said, “Light will shine 

out of darkness,” is the same one who made light shine in our hearts 

 

As we struggle against that veil and see it over the hearts of those who push the 

gospel away, we remember that we too had that same veil over our own 

hearts…and still have to contend with it.  We remember that each of us still has 

that little unbelieving sinful nature living inside us, happy to blinded by that very 

same veil.   

 

I mean how often don’t we still desire the fading glory that comes from the law?  

We let our goodness be our comfort.  We let our sinfulness be our despair and 

our motivation to do better.  And in all of it, we leave the gospel out of the 

picture.  We allow the veil to cover our hearts. 

 

And so God takes control and does for us what he did already.  He make light 

shine in our hearts.  The same God who by his almighty power called light into 



being with his words, uses his divine promises of the gospel to give us the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  And 

suddenly we find true glory in Christ.  We look away from ourselves and we find 

lasting glory in him.  God reminds us that we can’t ever be good enough, so stop 

taking comfort in being just a little better than rest of the hopeless cases out 

there.  You need a Savior.  God reminds us that we have one, so don’t despair 

over failures.  The gospel holds forth Christ as our only hope and as everything 

we need.  It illuminates our hearts to trust in Christ and not in ourselves.  It gives 

us light to see clearly that our glory is not in ourselves but in him…and therefore 

it is lasting and eternal.   

 

The brilliant glory Christ showed at his transfiguration was meant to cut through 

the coming darkness in the lives of the disciples.  As Jesus was sentenced, 

crucified and died, Jesus wanted to remember who he really was and therefore 

understand what his death was all about.  It wasn’t some failure.  It was the plan.  

It was the plan to pay for sin…yours, mine, the worlds.   

 

The light of the gospel which continues to reveal the glory of Christ and his 

forgiveness continues to shine for the same purpose.  To give light in the dark 

hearts of those who cling to a fading glory 

 

And so knowing what that glorious light means for you and for me, and what it 

did for you and for me, what should we do in the face of that struggle with the 

veil resting on the hearts of those we know and love?  We just keep at the task, 

as Paul did.  We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord We keep 

preaching Christ and let God take care of the rest.  Come what may, Christ is the 

only hope.  His glory alone can shine through and break the darkness. 

The struggles of child getting dressed may one day come to end.  But this 

struggle never will.  So let us take up the fight diligently, knowing where the 

only true glory of God is found, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.  


