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Proverbs 25:6-7 

Be Humble or Be Humiliated 

 

If you’re on social media, you’ve probably seen a few.  It’s this generations 

version of that old TV show…the one hosted by that now disgraced 

comedian who interviewed kids to hear the wacky and silly answers they 

give to his questions.  You know the one I’m talking about, right?  Now a 

days, parents take to social media and love sharing the ridiculous things their 

kids say.  One mom reported that on her birthday her 5 year old informed her 

that she was so old, she was going to die soon.  She had just turned 26.  A 

mother of three, all under the age of 10, was told by her son to “get a job 

because she doesn’t do anything!”  A little girl told her father he looks like 

he’s pregnant. After shaving, a daughter told her father that he looked weird 

and should glue his beard back on.   

 

Maybe you give a little chuckle when people post comments like that about 

their kids.  As a parent, I certainly do.  But I’m also reminded of the fact that, 

generally, you don’t have to teach kids to be rude.  They’re pretty good at 

that by nature.  And it’s not always intentional or malicious…but their brutal 

honestly often conflict with what would be considered good manners.  They 

don’t have to be taught to have bad manners.  They have to be taught the 

opposite, right?  Good manners do not come naturally.  That’s why currently 

parents of young children might put up a magnetic chart entitled, “goals and 

responsibilities”.  And some of the interchangeable goals on there will have 

to do with just that…teaching good manners.  Say please and thank you.  

Check.  Be respectful.  Check.  Social graces don’t come naturally, they have 

to be taught. 

 

That’s why it shouldn’t surprise us that God, in his wisdom, gave us an 

inspired book of Scripture like Proverbs.  It’s a book of wise sayings.  

Teachings about how to live and act in this world.  And by its own 

indication, much of what is written was intended to be valuable instruction 

for the youths…young people learning what is and isn’t acceptable.  You see, 

God knows that since the fall into sin, these things no longer come naturally 

to human beings.  They need to be taught.   

 

Now the proverb we have before us the morning evening might, at first 

glance, seem like one we don’t really need to concern ourselves with very 

much anymore.  It would be easy to dismiss them as merely dining etiquette 

for the royal court…words that don’t mean much to us living at a time when 



kings and places of honor at the dining table are pretty much things of the 

past.   

 

And yet, these words speak a deeper message…one that goes beyond royal 

courts and dinner parties.  These words, for which Jesus found clear 

application in his day, still apply to us…in fact, they offer an important 

lesson to be learned not just by youths, but by people of every age because 

they touch on nearly every aspect of life for the believer.   

 

These wise words of Solomon envision a situation where guests are gathered 

together before the king about to eat at his table.  In that situation his advice 

is: Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence. Do not stand in a place 

reserved for great people, because it is better to be told, “Come up 

here,” than for you to be humiliated before a ruler whom your eyes have 

seen.  In other words, if you find yourself in such a situation, if you’re 

humble and unassuming, it would allow the king to call you up to the place 

he’s chosen, and thus you’d receive the honor of that gracious bestowal.  

However, if you seek to honor yourself…if you’re trying to show how 

important you are by taking a place of high honor, assuming that’s where you 

should be, then you might find yourself humiliated as the king bumps you 

down for those more important than you.  [B]etter to be told, “Come up 

here,” than for you to be humiliated. Solomon says, you can be humble or 

you can be humiliated.   

 

That’s something we need to be taught…frequently.  Because pride is the 

default setting of our sinful natures.  My old Adam is always comparing 

myself to others…trying to figure out where I rank…who I’m better than.  

Because, frankly, it makes me feel good about myself.   

 

That’s why I’m so accustomed to taking matters into my own hands…raising 

myself up a bit in the pecking order of attention…scrambling for a special 

place.  We don’t’ have royal courts, but we have plenty of forums where the 

desire to honor yourself comes out, right?   I better make sure everyone at 

work knows just how much praise the boss gave my proposal.  I better make 

sure everyone at school knows how well I did on that test.  I better make sure 

everyone at church knows how much work I put in volunteering.  Raising 

ourselves up and up and up.   

 

Now of course, there is a social aspect to Solomon’s advice.  If that’s how 

you act, people will start to think of you as arrogant.  You’re pride will be 

evident, and even if it’s not done publically by the king, in their minds and in 



their conversations, they’ll be humiliating you, lower you down a peg in their 

estimation.  That’s a good lesson to learn socially.     

 

But there’s a far more important aspect to Solomon’s words.  And that’s the 

spiritual one…that this default setting to pride poses a very big and very 

dangerous problem for us… because pride is the opposite of faith.  You see, 

what was true of ancient Israelites in navigating the social graces of the royal 

court, is still true of us as we seek to live before THE King.   

 

Pride tells me that how well I do should determine how God views me.  Pride 

tells me that when I’m serving others, my stock should be rising.  Pride tells 

me that it’s perfectly legitimate to compare myself to others and decide my 

spiritual standing based off that.  (Well, I’ve never done THAT!)  Pride tells 

me that I’m pretty decent…of course God is good with me.   

 

Friends, if we insist on taking our place and in our pride expecting a place 

honor, then we better be prepared to be humiliated.  Because as Jesus 

reminds us in Luke 14, the one who spends his days looking for ways to raise 

himself up in his mind’s eye compared to others and imagines he has a 

higher place of honor, needs a reminder of life before the King, “everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled.” 
 

Because in the kingdom of God, at his table, there is no place for elevating 

self.  There is only this: the truth that no one has any place except by the 

grace of God.   

 

That’s why faith is the opposite of pride.  Because faith starts by declaring 

along with the psalmist, “A broken and a contrite heart you will not 

despise.”  Faith understands that we have no right to have anything from 

God and so lowers itself in humility and repentance.  And faith also 

understands that God’s grace, like water, flows down to the humble…not up 

to the proud.  As Jesus also said, everyone who humbles himself will be 

exalted.  Faith clings to this promise and God’s grace lifts us up and give us 

a place at his table.  Faith knows what it takes to be at the table.  Perfection.  

And so faith looks to the only source that gives it:  the perfect payment of our 

Savior’s blood.  Faith which clings to that glorious truth also understands 

then that there is no place for pride.  Faith understands there is no honor 

earned or deserved…there is only honor given.  When in faith we humbly 

come before the Lord, he never fails to come to us and say, “Friend, come 

up here.”  My Son has prepared a place for you.  

 



There is no room for pride at the heavenly king’s table.  There is only room 

for humble faith that finds its honor not in our abilities, not in our social 

standing, not in our accomplishments, but in Christ alone.   

 

And so, humility and humble service before the King and in his kingdom 

mark those who will dine at the King’s table for eternity.   

 

Like children learning to mind their P’s and Q’s, may we too take this lesson 

of wisdom to heart so that in humble faith we might be exalted by Christ.  

Amen.   

 


