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Mark 10:13-16 

Let the Little Children Come 

 

It may surprise some of you to hear that the beginning of our church body’s 

history was not exactly defined by a staunch conviction to confessional 

Lutheranism.  Back in 1850, when the Wisconsin Synod was formed, our 

leaders were a bit wishy washy in their doctrinal integrity.  It wouldn’t be until 

a second generation of leaders arose within our church body that our synod 

would begin to resemble the one we have today.  But for as much valid 

criticism as that first generation of leaders receives in our recounting of those 

days, it wasn’t all bad.  You see, it was that first generation of men who put our 

church body on a path to lead us to where we are here this morning…170 years 

later…in Warren, MI. 

 

5 pastors with 9 preaching stations organized the synod in 1849.  In 1850 they 

held the first convention.  And it was there that this resolution was made: 

“Every pastor in our church body is to be especially concerned about the youth 

and should conduct day schools.”  With that as one of the foremost focuses of 

the young synod, it shouldn’t surprise us to hear that 25 years later, there were 

120 congregations operating over 80 Christian day schools.  Today we operate 

the third largest parochial school system in the nation.  And it was within that 

specific church culture that our congregations formed a school nearly 45 years 

ago, and now today we are dedicating a brand new building at great cost and 

labor to continue that vital work.   

 

Now, I don’t know if Mark 10 was mentioned on that day 170 years ago when 

the resolution to be concerned for the youth was formed, but it wouldn’t 

surprise me.  Because this desire to train the youth in the ways of the LORD 

was not the invention of our synod’s founding fathers.  They were merely 

seeking to follow the desires of our God, who as we heard this morning already, 

encouraged his people in the training of our their children throughout the Old 

Testament, and who as our incarnate Savior taught his disciples as important 

lesson about the importance of the task.  So this morning as we celebrate what 

God has enabled us to accomplish…as we ask for his blessing moving 

forward…as we praise him for his grace…we echo the words of our Savior, 

“Let the little children come!” 

 

The need for Jesus to teach his disciples a lesson on the occasion recorded in 

Mark 10 was a product of their own sinful making.  Mark tells us that some 

people (presumably parents) were bringing children to Jesus so that he would 

touch them.  They were looking for a blessing for their children and they were 



going to the right place.  But the disciples rebuked them.  Neither Mark, nor 

Matthew, nor Luke…all of whom record this incident…elaborate on that 

statement.  So why would they do that?  I think it’s pretty clear when we look at 

Jesus’ response and the way he elevates children, that the disciples were 

looking down on these children as insignificant.  Not as individual human 

beings, but certainly insignificant when it came to whether it was worth it for 

Jesus to take time to interact with them.  Let the parents do that!  Jesus was 

often hectically busy to point of needing to get away from it all for some rest.  

And now you’re going to take up his time with this?  Jesus had better…Jesus 

had more important things to do.  Don’t bother him.   

 

Could the same thoughts and attitudes creep their way into our thinking…about 

having a school in the first place…or more specifically about what we’ve 

undertaken?  A waste of resources?  I’ve heard WELS members sort of 

disparagingly say, “a school is an expensive way to do ministry…the 

implication being the money might be better spent elsewhere.  The cost of our 

project was NOT insignificant.  It’s a lot of money.  The expenses moving 

forward are…intimidating…if we’re being honest.  Well, I’ll be honest.  I’ve 

had moments during this whole journey of wondering. 

 

Is all of this just a waste of time?  A lot of time and energy and sweat has been 

poured into this effort.  A lot of hours have been and will continue to be spent 

by teachers tirelessly planning and teaching and by much needed volunteers 

filling in the gaps.  Is it all worth it?   

 

Now, questions of sound planning and godly stewardship are good matters to 

think seriously about.  But all of us should be aware of the quick descent into 

sinful thinking like that of the disciples.   

 

Jesus responded to his disciples with a rebuke of his own.  Let the little 

children come to me.  This was not a waste.  This was vitally important 

business.   

 

So I read an article recently entitled, “How the West Lost God”.  It’s no secret 

that religion in general and Christianity specifically has been declining in the 

western world for some time.  People who are interested in such things try to 

come up with an answer for why that’s happening.  

 

The answer that has been given fairly consistently for the last 200 years is that 

modernization has killed religion.  Some would and still do point to the 

advancement of scientific knowledge and mass education.  The idea being that 

once people wise up they stop believing in fairy tales.  Others point to the 

realities of everyday life in the modern world, better heath and prosperity 



means people no longer have such a need to hope for a better life beyond.  Still 

others point to the predominant philosophy of the modern world: Capitalism 

with its focus on the material which eliminates nonmaterial community 

emphasis like God.  In short the argument goes modern progress leads to less 

religion. 

 

But do you know what, studies over the past 50 years repeatedly and 

consistently have rebuked that thinking.  Neither increased wealth, better 

education, or a capitalistic worldview: None of these modernizing trends 

(among several others) contributes to a decline in religious association or 

practice. There’s no stasticial support for these theories. 

 

But there is statistical evidence that one factor contributes.  Do you know what 

it is? Secularizing education, taking God out of the educational picture. 

 

Now all of these explanations are rational ones.  They’re devoid of the spiritual 

component.  But when we add that component in, that answer shouldn’t 

surprise us?  All those other obstacles pose great spiritual danger and scripture 

warns us of them.  But when we know that the Spirit working through the Word 

is what sustains faith, it shouldn’t surprise us that taking someone in their most 

crucial developmental years and make it so no less than half of their waking 

hours have God and his Word completely removed from the picture…that 

knowledge stripped of God’s presence and wisdom…would have a measurably 

negative impact on faith.   

 

Please understand.  I’m not trying to say it’s wrong for parents to send their 

children to public school.  They need to know the devils traps and take steps to 

mitigate them.  Nor am I saying it’s wrong if a congregation isn’t operating a 

Christian day school.   

 

What I AM saying is, let’s not dismiss the value of having one.  Jesus said, let 

the little children come to me.  Do you realize that over the course of a school 

year, with 30 kids in school, an average of two devotions or bible lessons a day, 

that’s nearly 11,000 times the heart of a child is brought to Jesus.  Which is not 

to mention all the other numerous opportunities to take every thought and 

subject and word of teaching and take all it captive and make it obedient to 

Christ.  Waste of time?  Absolutely not.  A life-giving blessing!   

 

We are praying that this school will be a place where children can be touched 

by Jesus…something which all of us need!  Jesus didn’t come to work up a 

mass following.  He didn’t come to just spend his time with the important 

people.  He came to touch and to bless.  You need that blessing in your life.  

You need to have your heart touched by Jesus.  You need to have him speak a 



good word to your heart when it’s racked with guilt.  When it’s burdened with 

stress.  When it’s haunted by your past.  When it’s doubtful of your future.  

You need to have Jesus touch you with the message of his gospel…that your 

sins are forgiven.  That your past is washed clear.  That your present is in his 

almighty hands.  That your future is secured.  Our children need it to.  Jesus 

wanted it for the children of his day.  He wants it for ours too.   

 

Children from broken or dysfunctional homes need their hearts touched by 

Jesus to know that because of his love…because of his death…they have a 

Father and a brother who will never disappoint or abandon or fail.  Children 

from any type of home need their heart touched by Jesus to remind them 

they’re not all their cracked up to be…they’re sinners…but sinners who 

humbly understand that fact are welcomed into the arms of a waiting Savior.  

So let the little children come!  To our school, yes, but more importantly to 

Jesus himself through his Word proclaimed here. 

 

And in all of it, don’t overlook the benefit to you and to your faith.  Did you 

notice what Jesus wanted the disciples to see in his interaction with those 

children?  The kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Amen I tell you: 

Whoever will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never 

enter it.”  Children aren’t just worth Jesus time.  They’re the model of faith for 

all believers.   

 

I’ve heard Mr. Holman at every preschool graduation we’ve had since I’ve been 

here, praise the simple faith of the children at school.  That’s why children are 

the perfect model of faith.  They trust unquestioningly and they are perfectly 

content to let someone else take care of them.   

 

That’s the kind of faith God wants in each of our hearts.  A faith that trusts 

because we’ve seen his love and his dedication and his faithfulness.  A faith 

that willingly lets him do all the work, not insisting that there must be more, but 

simply rejoices that Jesus has done it all.   

 

So don’t overlook the benefit of a Lutheran elementary school in your midst 

even if you don’t attend or you don’t’ have children, or yours are already past 

that age.  For the kingdom belongs to such as these.  When you see our students 

confessing and singing and loving, that’s a reminder to you about the nature of 

saving faith…a call to imitate…a blessing from Jesus through them, to you.   

 

Jesus took the little children in his arms, laid his hands on them, and 

blessed them.  So let the little children come.  God bless our ministry.  God 

bless our church and our school.  God bless our proclamation of his gospel!  

Amen. 


