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Genesis 12:1-8 

Built on Faith 
 

How you start has an effect on everything moving forward, right?   

 

For those of you who are old enough, I’d like you to think to the last time you 

started a new job.  Based on my own experiences, here’s what I’d guess it 

involved.  You’re first day was probably spent with the human resources 

department.  Not only did they get all your employment documentation in order, 

they also took you through an extensive orientation.  Maybe you watched a few 

videos pertaining to your specific job or maybe a few generic ones pertaining to 

workplace rules and regulations.  Somewhere along the way you were probably 

handed a moderately thick binder that said “Employee Handbook”.  And you had 

to read through it.  Maybe you had to sign off on it.  Maybe certain parts had to 

be highlighted.  You had to acknowledge you understood the disciplinary 

policies and in what form incompetence would not be tolerated.  It laid out 

company policies in regard to vacation and pay.  And it probably explained the 

company structure and the chain of command you were supposed to report to.  

Does this sound somewhat familiar?  That’s been my pre-pastor experiences in 

the secular work force.   

 

So it intrigued me earlier this year (or maybe it was late last year) when I read a 

story about the intentionally opposite approach taken with employees by the 

Tesla company (you’ve probably heard of their electric cars) and founder Elon 

Musk (he’s a famous technology entrepreneur).  The internet was calling it the 

Tesla “anti-handbook handbook”.  It’s a four page document that intentionally 

avoids much of what you’d encounter in a typical orientation for a new 

employer.  Yes, the company has pay and vacation policies, etc, but the 

document simply links you to those policies.  Because they’re not the focus.  The 

focus is on instilling the culture they want.  So it says things like:  

 You’re no. 1 job –everyone’s no. 1 job – is making this company a 

success.   

 “No one told me’ is an excuse that will never fly here 

 Anyone can and should talk to anyone else to solve a problem in the 

fastest way possible.  You can talk to your manager, your managers 

manager, a VP or even Elon himself.   

 If you want the other model, where they show you the lowest acceptable 

standard, you’ll be more successful somewhere else.  We don’t mean to 

sound harsh; it’s just the truth. 
 

If you want a certain culture in your company (high standards, high expectations, 

no excuses, progress over protocol or personal accolades), then right from the 



get-go you better start instilling that culture in your employees, which is what 

they’ve done.  

 

How you start has an effect on everything moving forward.   

 

When God was going to start his great act of saving the world, what did he make 

as the very foundation of it all?  Because that reveals to us the kind of “culture” 

he wanted to instill in his kingdom.  And the answer is that God built it all on 

faith.   

 

I suppose one would have good biblical arguments to say that God started his act 

of saving the world already back at the garden when he promised a savior right 

after the fall into sin…or even further back into eternity where Scripture says he 

elected us before time began.  But both of those instances indicate the sure 

certainty that God WOULD save the world from sin.  It was really here in 

Genesis 12 when Scripture starts the long history of HOW God would save the 

world.  Here is where God begins to unfold exactly where the child of Eve would 

come from...from the descendants of a man named Abram who would inherit a 

land called Canaan.   

 

And throughout it all, faith was the foundation. Just look at all the different ways 

God was asking Abram to trust him…to have faith.  

 

It was going to require faith to believe that leaving behind what he knew was a 

good thing.  God said leave your country (that societal fabric you’re comfortable 

with), leave your relatives (your hometown, all your close acquaintances), leave 

your father’s house (your family whom you’ve lived with the first 75 years of 

your life). Leave all that.  It was going to require faith.  It was going to require 

trust to believe that all the unknowns of “there” (a place God didn’t even 

specify) would be better than all the comforts and the knowns of “here”.   

 

It was going to require faith to believe that an old man and his barren wife could 

be the ancestors of a great nation.  Abram and Sarai hadn’t been able to have 

even a single child.  And they were going to become a great nation?  Faith. 

It was going to require faith to believe that this land he had come to, one already 

occupied by long established, well fortified tribes would eventually belong to 

their descendants.  

 

It was going to require faith to believe that what God was doing (calling a 75 

year old man to move to a foreign country) would matter, (and not just a little 

bit, but to ALL people…to you and to me). 

 

God made faith the foundation of the household and nation he was building 

through Abram and his descendants. 



 

I can only imagine how difficult that first conversation was when Abram brought 

up to Sarai what God had called them to do.   

 

Making faith the foundation of your life is not always an easy task, is it?  Have 

you ever found yourself trying to build your life on something other than faith? 

     

God says, live as aliens and strangers in this world.  Trust me and go against 

your every instinct and make decisions based on your next life, not this one.  Do 

you find yourself struggling to live that life of faith…do you find yourself 

having a need to be a part of this world more than you’d care to admit?  Maybe 

that becomes true when family becomes more important than God and his clear 

Word (like it could have for Abram).  Maybe that shows itself in the things we 

chase after and hold onto.  

     

God says, trust me even when you don’t understand what’s happening.  Do you 

find yourself needing the troubles to be solved before you trust (like Abram 

could’ve, demanding the land be free and clear before he made a move).  Do you 

find yourself needing to understand the why behind every inconvenience God 

allows into your life before you will agree he’s still a loving God who’s really in 

control? 

 

Making faith the foundation of your life is hard!  It makes it so easy for our 

sinful nature to step in and say, no way, I’m no fool!  I’m not buying into that! 

 

So two important questions.  Why did God make that the foundation of his 

relationship with mankind?  And how did Abram do it?   

     

Let me take that second one first.  How did Abram do it?  How did he Abram do 

it?  How did go when the Lord said go?  Are you ready?  I’m going to blow your 

mind.  He was able to do it because verses 2 and 3 came before verse 4.  Let me 

say that again.  He was able to do it because verses 2 and 3 came before verse 4.  

To answer your question, yes, I do have seminary training .  But look at how 

important that is.  The promises came first.  If the story read v1, then 4, then  2 

and 3.  You’d have God asking Abram to trust him and do something very 

difficult, then Abram doing it, then God responding to his amazing trust by 

rewarding Abram with great promises.  But that’s not how the story reads, is it.  

No, God calls first, THEN he promises.  Then Abram responds.  And that 

changes things.  It takes the focus away from the person and puts its squarely on 

the promises.  ] 

 

That’s what creates faith.  The promises God gives.  Those promises to Abram 

were made by God before Abram DID anything.  They were his by grace though 

faith.   



 

And in the end, faith is only as good the promises it trusts.  I can promise you all 

day long that I’ll give you a million dollars tomorrow.  But believe me or not, it 

ain’t happening.  But If I was a billionaire, different story.   

 

When God makes a promise, it’s as good as done, you can take that check to the 

bank, as they say.  We can see the evidence of that in Abram’s life and the 

promises God made him.  Over the hill and childless though he was, his one 

child bore two.  One of those bore 12 and they became the ancestors of a nation 

of millions and millions.  Abram went from an anonymous man to one of the 

only people who’s name we even remember from 4000 years ago.  And most 

important of all, God blessed the entire world through Abram.   

 

When his descendant was born in a manger in Bethlehem, God announced that 

the Savior had come…not just for the children of Abram, but for the entire 

world…for outcast Samaritan women.  For Roman centurions.  For Asians, 

Africans, and Euproeans.  For you and for me.  God made the promise and 

fulfilled the promise.  Jesus saved you.  He came born of a woman, of the tribe 

Abram, to redeem all those who labored under the condemnation of the law.  

And he gave his perfect righteousness and total forgiveness as a gift to all who 

believe.   

 

God starts with the promises from which faith is created in us, not mustered up 

from deep within.  And that’s the answer to the first question: if a life of faith 

can be so hard, why did God make it the foundation of his relationship with us?  

Because only then would everything rely on him.   

 

God has been faithful in every promise he has fulfilled. That means we can 

continue to trust his promises whose fulfillment we are still waiting.  That’s how 

we can live a life of faith like Abram.  See the promises.  See God’s faithfulness.  

And then a trust born of God’s power knows too that promises yet unfulfilled 

with certainly be so. 

 

So live in faith as an alien and stranger because God has promised this life is 

NOT all there is.  Life in faith  that we don’t need all the answers or every 

trouble solved…because HE knows all things and controls all things…and we 

don’t need to.  Live in faith because God’s promises urge you to. 

 

God has his sights on something much bigger than a successful company.  He 

has his sights set on an eternal family, an eternal house or people who will live 

with him.  And so he has built that house of faith, born of his promises, making 

everything depend on him.  Which is a good thing, because he is faithful and 

true.  Amen. 

 


