
7th Sunday after Pentecost July 11th, 2021 

 

2 Timothy 3:10-4:5 

Use the Word of God 

 

It was the middle of the 90s and the faculty of our pastoral college of ministry 

(which back then was Northwestern College in Watertown, WI)…the faculty 

was meeting to talk about their ministry.  It was sort of a self assessement 

meeting and they wanted to talk about the goals they should have as a faculty.  

So the president of the college asked all the faculty members to think about 

mission of a pastoral training faculty.  What should they be focusing on.  What 

goals should they have.  They also invited one senior, the student body president 

to attend the meeting to give a student body perspective.  Well, this young, 

pastor-to-be took the assignment very seriously.  He spent a few days thinking 

about it and came to the meeting with about 3 pages front and back of notes and 

thoughts for the discussion.  So they get into the meeting and they start going 

around the room with each faculty member reporting their thoughts.  The student 

body president was going over the points he wanted to make in his head when 

the professor immediately before him…a very wise man…took his turn.  That 

professor had three short sentences written on a piece of paper.  Know the Word.  

Know the person.  Use the Word for that person.  That was it.  The young 

student sort of sheepishly looked at his overblown set of notes and as the eyes of 

the faculty turned to him, he quietly folded his notes into his pocket and said, “I 

don’t think I have anything to add”.    

 

It's a reminder that the task God has given to his people…be it at a college of 

ministry…or a congregation…or a home…or in an individual Christian life…the 

task God has given is simple.  In fact, we could even pare it down further to one 

simple sentence: use the Word.  It doesn’t need to be any more complicated than 

that.   

 

But that doesn’t mean the task is easy.  In fact, the simple task faces great 

difficulty because of the challenges of a sinful world.  And those challenges 

make the task all the more urgent.  The apostle Paul lays out that simple task for 

us once again this morning…use the Word…and he encourages us with a variety 

of reasons to continually take up the simple task God has given.   

 

The book of 2 Timothy falls into a category of the New Testament we call the 

“pastoral epistles” because like 1 Timothy and Titus, it’s a letter written by old 

pastor Paul to a young pastor with encouragements for ministry.  As Paul gets 
near closing his second letter to pastor Timothy, Paul commends Timothy for 

following in Paul’s footsteps.  you have faithfully followed my teaching, my 

way of life, my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfast 

endurance…all marks of faithful pastor.  But Timothy had also followed Paul in 

another way.  you have faithfully followed…my sufferings—the kind that 



happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra, the kind of persecutions I 

endured.  Like Paul, Timothy faced challengers and nay-sayers.  He faced 

dissent and mockery.  Given what Paul writes here, he may have even faced 

physical persecution in the form of beatings or floggings.   

 

But this was not to be thought of as some unusual or extreme set of 

circumstances.  Nor did Paul want Timothy or us to think he only had public 

ministers of the Word in mind when talking about the persecution that comes 

from carrying out God’s task.  Everyone who wants to live a godly life in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  It’s not just pastors or teachers.  It’s you too.   

 

It's the sinful challenges that come in the form of persecution that makes the 

simple task of using the Word so difficult…but also so important.  Use the Word 

because many have been deceived and will continue to try and deceive.  Paul 

lays his finger on WHY persecution comes.  evil people and impostors will go 

from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  Satan has spread his lies 

from one sinful heart to the next.  And those who have been deceived seek to 

continue that chain reaction.   

 

We need to use the Word of God to be our anchor in that storm so we aren’t 

swept away, as Paul would write in Ephesians, by every wave of false teaching.  

Use the Word so that when the world challenges the definition of God himself, 

we can see it for the deception it is.  Use the Word so that when the world 

challenges God’s expectations for obedience to worldly authority, we can see it 

for the deception it is.  Use the Word so that when the world challenges the 

sanctity of human life or of God-given gender and sexuality or how we should 

treat our neighbors possessions or reputation, we can see all of them for the 

deceptions they are.  Use the Word 

 

Because the persecutions ARE going to come.  evil people and impostors 

WILL go from bad to worse.  The persecutions are going to come.  We don’t 

use the Word with the delusion that we can right the sinking ship that is this 

sinful world.  

 

But we can save some, starting right here with our own hearts as we allow God 

to preserve our faith. As for you, continue in the things you have learned and 

about which you have become convinced. You know from whom you 

learned them and that from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

All Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, for rebuking, for 

correcting, and for training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may 

be complete, well equipped for every good work.  

 

Use the Word Paul told Timothy.  Use the Word Paul tells you because you 

know what it’s done for you.  You know how the Spirit has powerfully used that 



Word to convince your own sinful heart to trust and believe in Jesus as your 

Savior from sin.  You know how the worked has created that faith and kept you 

in that faith.  You know that the Word is nothing short of the very Word of God, 

breathed from his own mouth into the pen of the inspired writers.  You know 

how the Word continues to instruct and admonish and correct and train you to 

know your Lord…to know his saving grace…to know your sin and to see his 

forgiveness…to be motivated by his saving love to dedicate your lives in service 

to him.  Use the Word because it works!  It has worked and will continue to 

work, on your heart, for the salvation of your soul.  

 

How sad then the way we sometimes treat the Word.  In our house I have a 

tendency to clean the kitchen in the morning.  So yesterday I started with a huge 

sink full of dishes from the night before.  But like always, in just a few minutes, 

the dish washer was loaded, the sink was empty, and the counters were wiped 

off.  And like always I felt that sense of “ah, done with that!”  Which lasted for 

about two minutes when the kids finished breakfast and stack began to build 

once again.  I don’t know why I do that.  Why do I let myself feel like I’m done 

with a task I know is going to have to keep being done over and over.  It just sets 

me up for frustration.   

 

We sometimes do the same with the Word, don’t’ we?  Whether it’s maliciously 

motivated by Satan or simply an less malicious but equally foolish sinful 

oversight, we sometimes treat the use of the Word like a task we’ve completed 

and get to put away.   Which leads to what?  Either a sinful excuse to stay away 

or a sinful frustration because we’ve viewed using the Word as a laborious task 

we want to be done with.   

 

But there’s a reason Paul wrote continue…continue in the things you have 

learned.  Your sinful nature doesn’t stop fighting your faith.  The sinful world 

doesn’t stop inflicting evil upon you.  Satan doesn’t stop with the deceptions.  

We need the continual power of the Word to be unleashed on our hearts for the 

continued salvation of our souls.   

 

Let’s stop thinking about the task as one we complete but instead, with joy, 

know that as we use the Word, God is continuing to uplift and strength us day 

after day.  Use it at home.  Use it with your children.  Use it together with your 

fellow members in worship and bible study.  Meditate on it.  Ponder it.  Hear it 

regularly.  Cherish it…so that you may be complete, well equipped for every 

good work…wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 
Paul closes with one final encouragement.  Use the Word at all times Preach the 

word. Be ready whether it is convenient or not. Correct, rebuke, and 

encourage, with all patience and teaching. For there will come a time when 

people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, because they have 

itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in line with their 



own desires. There are times when it’s easy to use the Word.  Sitting in Bible 

class.  Sitting in the pews.  Talking with Christians who share your beliefs.  But 

there are other times.  Less convenient times.  When the Word poses a risk to a 

friendship…when it threatens to divide a home.  Paul urges use the Word, 

convenient or not.   

 

Because if we don’t, we threaten to fall into the trap many others have fallen 

into…the backwards approach Paul describes.  One that starts with the sinful 

desires of the hearts and only accepts when lines up with those.   

 

A Christian teacher was once challenged by a college student about the 

seriousness or, in his opinion, the lack of seriousness God’s Word presents…the 

foolishness of it.  The student explain he was raised Christian but no longer 

believes all that nonsense.  The teacher responded in a way I always remember.  

He said, “I’d be willing to bet that your departure from faith didn’t start with 

questioning the truth of God’s Word, but began with some desire you had to live 

a godless lifestyle.”  The young man admitted as much.  He went away to 

college and wanted to live a wild and promiscuous life which his faith didn’t 

allow.  It was THAT desire that led him away from God and only later did he 

find the academic or seemingly “logical” reason to justify his rejection of God’s 

Word.   

 

You know people who’ve had this happen to them.  I do too.  Former church 

members, friends, family.  The call for a life or the acceptance of a lifestyle or 

the wanting to justify a godless lifestyle in the life of a family member has led 

them away from God’s Word.  And instead they found some teacher, be it a 

Christian teacher mixing the lies of Satan with the truths of God or be in a 

teacher outside of God’s Word, but they found someone who would tell them 

what they already wanted to hear.   

 

That’s why we can’t give in to the temptation to only use the Word when it’s 

convenient.  The Word must be the starting point from which every desire is 

either challenged and rebuked or affirmed as good and godly.  Otherwise Satan 

threatens to overthrow and lead us down the path of lies and unbelief.   

 

If those temptations have hit home in your own life, hear the Word this morning 

that Jesus gives forgiveness full and free.  Hear the Word which proclaims you 

redeemed.   

 

And then let’s get busy using the Word.  The task is simple.  But it’s not easy 
and it never ends.  So remember why we take up that task.  For the continued 

salvation of souls in the face of persecution, deception, and false teaching.  

Salvation for you and all who are wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

Use the Word.  Amen.  

 


